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A NEW CHILDREN’S DAY SERVICE 
Enter into His Courts with Praise 


By Mabel B. Fenner 


A service in which all the children may have a part. The be- 
ginners and primary departments sing; the beginners bring flowers 
for the altar and the primary children bring a picture. The Juniors 
and Intermediates serve as ushers, members of the choir. and leaders 
in the service. The whole congregation joins in the worship service 
and sings several familiar hymns. It is a service that will make the 
children feel that they are a part of the Church and that they are 
worshiping and working with and for God. 

The parts of the service— 

JESUS CALLS CHILDREN TO COME TO HIM 

JESUS CALLS CHILDREN TO SERVE HIM 

JESUS CALLS BOYS AND GIRLS TO HELP IN 
CHURCHES 

JESUS CALLS US TO CARRY THE GOSPEL TO 
OTHERS 


and the story suggested for the use of the pastor or leader, THE 
BUILDERS, make a reverent, worshipful, worth-while service for 
the whole Sunday School. 


Price, 8 cents a copy; 60 cents a dozen; 
$4.00 a hundred 
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Dn Honor of Mother 


Today we are thinking of the best Mother in the World 
—your Mother—and my Mother 


Pale DeriNGERS= 


Tired fingers so worn, so white, Tired arms that once had pressed Tired fingers so worn, so true, 
Sewing and mending from morn til night. A curly head to a mother’s breast. Sewing and mending the whole day through, 
Tired hands and eyes that blink, Tired voice so soft, so dear From break of dawn ‘til setting sun, 


Drooping head too tired to think. Saying “Sleep well, darling, mother ’s near.” A Mother’s Work Is Never Done. 
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LIFE SERVICE 


“Christ for every life, and all for life’’ 


“LIFE SERVICE DAY OPPORTUNITY” 
IFE Service Day is listed as 
special events in the devotional and service 
program of the Luther League of America 


one of the 


The program of this important departmental 
work of the League continues throughout the 
entire year. The special day emphasis should 


be used to bring to the attention of the Luther 
Leagues and congregations, the significance, pur- 
pose and method of this phase of work in our 
youth organization. To take advantage of the op- 
portunity for the proper use of this special‘day, it 
requires lone distance planning and selective prep- 
aration. This is the time for all Life Service secre- 
taries to be at their best. Under normal circum- 
stances the local Life Service secretary should be 
in charge of the plans and Sunday evening Luther 
League service. All other district and synodical 
secretaries should offer their ideas and support to 
the local leader to make the day’s emphasis worth- 
Remember, you have only one Life Serv- 
Mine 
for use in the devotional service is, ‘“Proving My- 
self Worthy In Christian Service.” An effective 
and beautiful service may be planned by those in 
charge, but the climax reached must be more than 


while. 


ice day in every fifty-two Sundays. topic 


the discussion of the problems and opportunities 
of Life Service Department. Before the service is 
closed at least two important principles of progress 
are to be included. First, report on some worth- 
while Life Service project executed. Second, pre- 
sent and adopt some definite Life Service work to 
be undertaken by your Luther League. The aver- 
age Luther League has talked and discussed far 
too much and worked too little to make Kingdom 
progress requiring individual and group action in 
support of a program to extend the blessings of 
Christ to others. Jn another article a report will 
be presented showing what some synodical and 
local Leagues are doing in the field of Life Service. 


PREPARE FOR 


Life Service Day 


MAY 7, 1939 


A new Life Service Pageant is now available in 
mimeograph form entitled “Ever, Only, All for Thee.” 
Price 10 cents. Order from The Luther League of 
America, 405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. Ask your Pastor to give the Vesper 
Service to the Luther Leaguers for presenting the 
pageant and their Life Service Program for the whole 
congregation. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR AN EXPANDING LIFE 
SERVICE PROGRAM FOR LIFE 
SERVICE SECRETARY 


By Rev. Alfred J. Beil, Life Service Secretary 
of the Luther League of America 


Evangelism 
I am sure we all appreciate the emphasis that the 
Appeal has placed on evangelism, More 
than enough words have been written on this subject. 
To keep studying, without doing any work, in the field 
of evangelism, only encourages delay. Plenty of easy 
and simple things can be done to promote this all-im- 
portant cause in the life of the average congregation. 
For example, any Luther Leaguer can invite a non- 
Church-going person to attend ila, 
general way, every Church member, old or young, ought 
to be able to make an outsider friendly toward the 
Church. The task in someone for 
Christ is first to bring that someone to the services of 
the Church, then to make him a friend of the Church, 
and as he listens to the exposition of God’s Word, he 
will be led to decide for Christ and His Church, and 
willing to enter the fellowship of the congregation by 
way of baptism and confirmation Every Life Service 
Secretary should encourage Leaguers in the work of 


Anniversary 


divine services. 


biggest winning 


evangelism, without waiting to have the pastor appoint 
them on evangelism committees. It takes young people 
to win young people. Our eleven o’clock worship serv- 
ices should be attended by more young people. As one 
of the Life Service projects, write up your results in 
the field of evangelism and send it to me at Topeka to 
be published in one of the bulletins. 


A College Life Service Day 

Rey. Charles Puls, the president of the Synod of 
Kansas and Adjacent States, for some time has been in- 
terested in a closer contact between our Synod and our 
educational institution, Midland College and‘the Western 
Seminary, at Fremont, Nebraska. He talked the mat- 
ter over with Dr. William Zimmerman, Dean of Mid- 
land College. The idea appealed to the Midland official, 
and he has written me asking for a suggested time to 
hold a Life Service Day on the Midland campus. The 
plan would include the giving of a Life Service address 
during the chapel period. Personal conferences and in- 
terviews would follow during the rest of the day. The 
president of Synod, together with three or four other 
pastors, would assist in these interviews. Everyone that 
has heard of the plan seems to be impressed with the 
possibility of a genuine service to be rendered to our 
college young people. Probably you can interest some 
of the officials in your Synod and educational institu- 
tions, so that the plan may be tried elsewhere. 


What Can I Do? 
The Luther League of the Synod of Ohio—Miss 
Havanna Amos, Life Service Secretary. Suggestions 
offered in a Life Service program. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Have a Talk With Yourself 


Have you asked yourself: “What am I going to do 


when I finish high school?” 

don’t know. What can 

pression?” 

* i will acquaint 

deaconess, a pastor 

quirements of each. 
Perhaps time and money permit none of these. What 


Has the answer been, 1 
I do in this time of world de- 


with the life work of a 
missionary, and find the re- 


myself 


Or a 


then can I do? 

Wait for better times? 

No! There is no time to wait. Every minute is 
precious! What can I do now? 

Perhaps teach a children’s Sunday School class, 


attend and serve in Luther League, be secretary of the 
Sunday School, sing in the choir, be a librarian, be an 
usher—perhaps, only a faithful Sunday School student 
and Bible reader. 

T can be a Christian in His Service 
I can read the Word! 
I can look Jesus in the face and trust Him. 


La leywish) ton besa 
Work, hardship, privation, disagreeableness, dis- 


I can pray for guidance! 


success in life, I must pay the 
price 
appointment, etc., must be endured. 


Meditate on These Things 
What causes me to want to do more than a “mere 
bit’ im lis Service? 
How do I 
called? 
Are my inability and inexperience sufficient reasons 


really know that it is I who is being 


for not accepting the challenge? 

Would I be justified in ceasing the support of de- 
pendents that I might give Him full time service? 

Will He give me another chance if I do not ac- 
cept it now? 

Does the world and other people need the services 


I can give? 
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Fellowship of a 
Group is Vital. 
When carried 
through with 
Christ’s Program 
and Purpose it 
Leads to a Devotion 
and Service in 
Christ’s Church 


How can I put Christ first? 

“For Jesus’ Sake’—Do I love Jesus enough that I 
can do all things “for Jesus’ sake?” 

What would Jesus want me to do? 

What would Jesus think? 

Shall I 


God? 


share in the advance of the Kingdom of 
What can I do to put Christ into the lives of others? 
Shall I preach in a home mission Church? 
Shall I tell the Gospel story in far countries of the 
earth? 
Does my continuation of life 


belief in the aiter 


death influence the life I live today? 


If you can help one choose his life work, 
You will not live in vain, 

If you bring one soul into God's kirk, 
Or cool one pain, 

Or help one doubting sinner 

His fatth in God regain 

You will not live in vain. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF THE LUTHERAN 
SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 
Report of Life Service Secretary Miss Mildred Conard 
June Convention—1938 


An Achievement Report of Luther Leagues 
end Leaguers 


1938 1937 

Number of veaoness reporting f.s5 a. oer. one 38 30 
Number of Leagues observing Life Service 

DEI “9 fretciens ort oucha, 5 cocina en ramntho noice enuaatticncicta 34 23 
Number of Leagues conducting a Life 

Seimioe. Suibehe CiISS - cooce cas uponsmosunuacas 6 8 
Number of Leagues reading at least one Life 

SERVICE DO OLa an aero eels ccm tenet iat bcc fare emer 87 81 


Number of members actively serving in other or- 
ganizations of the Church: 
NG Stounobay Q@ineyetl WeawelWsss Gh6Gaqsounbonoaccos 163 
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ING xontsoalorens ore wollen (hyo? 5 scconeoccycodar 259 
ING GREENS aha IBIS Syelrevoll 56 ssosnncodgcnoo00008 46 
On‘ Anniversary Appeal Committee ............ 31 
Om (Ghurch (Comic) Seer cise: 25 
SSA ios iii) CW WASHES 5 oa ooeaccoed0g000000 27 
551 


This report shows that about one-half of Leagues 
reported. May Leaguers feel the responsibility of their 
office. May Leaguers continue to grow in faithful serv- 
ices of His work. 


The York District Luther League Questionnaire 
Miss Elsie Barbour, Life Service Secretary 

(This questionnaire for the York District Luther League is de- 
signed to secure the type of infomation that you see recorded in 
the report of the Luther League of Virginia, I purposely am giving 
considerable space to this que:tionnaire, because it emphasizes the 
everyday tasks that any Luther Leaguer can undertake for the 
future usefulness of his congregation.—A. J. B.) 

“High Rock, Pennsylvania 
September 12, 1938 
Dear Life Service Secretary or President: 

Life Service has a much broader meaning than 
getting young Leaguers ready for the ministry and 
deaconess work, The aim of the Life Service Depart- 
ment is to have each individual make his life render 
a service for Christ. Just to see how many of your 
Leaguers are giving service’ to the Church, here is a 
questionnaire. I would appreciate very much your fill- 
ing it out and mailing to me. If you have items to add 
that I have omitted, I shall be pleased to have them, 


or any suggestions you can give. 


Luther League 

1. How many members are regularly responsible 
for some part of the meetings? 

2. Are these same people active: 
a. In Sunday School? 
b. In Divine Worship? 

3. How many attend, but never do more than look 
on? 

4. Are these people active in other Church affairs? 

5. How many can you always depend upon being 
at League—rain or shine? Does this hold 
true with them for other Church services? 

6. How many participate in the socials and parties: 
a. Getting ready refreshments? 
b. Supervising the games? 
c. Planning the games? 

7. Are these the same people who are active at 
Sunday evening League? 

8. How many must always be coaxed before they 
will carry through a piece of work? 

9. Are there any who do not respond to any 
amount of coaxing? 

10. Do you think coaxing is worthwhile? 
Why or why not? 


Sunday School 
1. How many of your Leaguers are serving in 
Sunday School as: 
Teacher 
Music Leader Class President 
Class Treasurer Class Secretary 
(You may add to the list.) 


Pianist 
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2. Are there any Leaguers who are Sunday School 
officers? What offices are they filling? 
Divine Worship 
1. How many Leaguers are in the Choir? 
How many serve as ushers? 
3. What other services are performed by your 
Leaguers, as part of Divine Worship? 
4. By how many different people are these services 
rendered? 
Other Activities 
such as— 
Church orchestras (Number) 
2. Missionary work, 
Any special work. 
What it is, and number participating. 
bo Plays: 
4.) Paveants, etc: 
If you have Leaguers in additional activities, please 
list. Thank you. When the questions have been ans- 


wered, we can get together and do something about 
those inactive members.” ; 


Flash! Flash! 


We will not burden you with a long discourse on the 
Sustaining Membership Fund this month, but just want 
to acquaint you with various ways in which several of 
the State and Synodical Leagues are raising money 

Kansas has started to collect money by feeding a 
“regular Kansas Jack Rabbit Bank’ and we hear that 
they have collected a real nice sum so far; Virginia is 
still using their “Pig Bank,’ and report progress. We 
have not heard from Mississippi, but believe that they 
are still using their ‘““Pig Bank;” the Philadelphia Dis- 
trict has a ‘“Dog Bank” and have done very well so far 
this year. 

The thought came to your chairman that possibly 
California could try a “Golden Bear Bank?’ the Minne- 
sota Leaguers could endeavor to fill a “Gopher Bank;” 
and possibly Connecticut would be able to get a “Nut- 
meg Bank;” New Jersey is doing real well but has to 
refill the “Mosquito” quite often; Harrisburg District 
had a “World Bank” and collected enough money to take 
out two memberships. 

Since the first of the year several Districts have 
had their annual banquets and have passed a plate 
around during the meal and have received nice sums 
of money towards taking out a Sustaining Membership. 

We are endeavoring to make a fine showing in re- 
gards to the Sustaining Membership Fund before the 
Long Beach Convention and hope that the Leagues and 
Leaguers in the various State and Synodical Leagues 
will endeavor to take out a Sustaining or Contributing 
Membership so as to stimulate this Fund. Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if we could meet our quota by the tim 
we reach Long Beach? : 


Sincerely, 
WILLIAM H. PATRICK, JR. (Uncle Pat) 
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Cuther League Clippers 


(By Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz) 


WHAT SHALL I DO WITH MY LIFE? 

This is the crucial question asked by every person 
at some period during his lifetime. There was a day 
when a divine call was accepted and believed in, but 
today there is a decline in this belief caused by the 
lowering of the spiritual life of parishes, the acceptance 
of the principle of evolution, and a vocational guidance 
in schools which neglects the presence of the Divine. 


The answer to this question is difficult for young 
people because one cannot experiment with various types 
of work in order to be sure. Certainty demands much 
knowledge concerning many vocations. Then, too, the 
financial offerings are often attractive and misleading. 

Young people will be helped in answering this ques- 
tion if they will follow these principles: 


1. Be aware that God has a plan for you. You are 
called to be saved, to saints, and to be servants. Chris- 
tianity believes that each life within the scope of God’s 
plan lies, whether in specific Church work or not. 

2. Analyze yourself. Each person has certain apti- 
tudes which indicate in what he is interested and in what 
direction his talent lies. 

3. Study, the vocation. Ask them such questions as 
these: What is their naturer What do they require? 
What are the needs? 

4. Study the needs of the world. While the needs 
are generally about the same, at certain times certain 
needs are more definite than at other times. 

5. Consult friends. Parents, pastor, professors, and 
others may give little suggestions which will clear up 
many questions. 

6. Seek God‘s guidance. 
experienced it. 


I believe in this. I have 


After you have followed these suggestions you will 
be in a position to make a selection where there will be 
self-realization, service to others, and meeting the 
world’s need. 

Throughout all your thoughts give careful considera- 
tion to the opportunities in full-time Christian service. 
If you think you are not fitted, remember God will make 
you fit. Are you willing to be fitted mentally, morally, 


spiritually, for the greatest work? 
—DR. GOULD WICKEY 


INITIATIVE 

The world bestows its big prizes, both in money 
and honors, for but one thing. That is initiative. What 
is initiative? I'll tell you. It is doing the right thing 
without being told. 

But next to doing the thing without being told is 
to do it when you are told once. That is to say, carry 
the message to Garcia. Those who can carry a message 
get high honors, but their pay is not always in propor- 
tion. Next, there are those who never do a thing until 
they are told twice. Such get no honors and small pay. 


Next there are those who do the right thing only 
when necessity kicks them from behind, and those get 
indifference instead of honors, and a pittance for pay. 
This kind spends mest of its time polishing a bench 
have the fellow who will not do the right thing even 
with a hard-luck story. 

Then still lower down in the scale than this, we 
when someone goes along to show him how and stays 
to see that he does it. He is always out of a job, and 
receives the contempt he deserves unless he happens to 
have a rich Pa in which case Destiny patiently awaits 
around the corner with a stuffed club. 

To which class do you belong? 

—ELBERT HUBBARD 


A NURSE’S PRAYER 


Because the day that stretches out for me 

Is full of busy hours, I come to Thee 

To ask Thee, Lord, that Thou wilt see me through 
The many things that I may have to do. 

Help me to make my beds the smoothest way. 
Help me to make more tempting every tray. 
Help me to sense when pain must have relief. 
Help me to deal with those borne down by grief. 
Jielp me to take to every patient’s room 

The Light of Life to brighten up the gloom 
Help me to bring to every soul in fear 

The sure and steadfast thought that Thou are near. 
And if today, or, if tonight. maybe, 

Some patients in my care set out to sea 

To face the great adventure we call death. 
Sustain them, Father, in their parting breath. 
Help me to live throughout this live-long day 
As ome who loves Thee well, dear Lord, I piay; 
And when the day is done, and evening stars 
Shine through the dark above the sunset bars, 
When weary quite, I turn to seek my rest, 
Lord, may I truly know I’ve done my best. 


—Ruth Winant Wheeler 


AN IDEAL MINISTER 


Give me the priest whose graces shall possess 

Of an ambassador the just address; 

father’s tenderness, a shepherd’s care, 

leader’s courage which the cross can bear, 

ruler’s awe, a watchman’s wakeful eye, 

pilot’s skill the helm in storms to ply, 

A fisher’s patience and a laborer’s toil, 

guide’s dexterity to disembroil, 

prophet’s inspiration from above, 

A teacher’s knowledge and a Saviour’s love. 
—Bishop Thomas Ken 


SPSS 


Pe 


SECOND MILE NURSING 

It is not Christian to do all that is expected of us. 
Unbelievers often do that. Christianity does more than 
that. A man in a hospital, just after a severe operation, 
asked his nurse to turn his pillow. She at once re- 
arranged two pillows, and made him much more com- 
fortable. As minute after minute and hour after hour 
dragged on, he noticed that whenever he asked this 
nurse for anything, she always did more than he asked; 
did it instantly and cheerily. Finally he asked her if she 
remembered what the Lord said about going “the sec- 
ond time,’ and told her how gratefully he had noticed 
that she always went that second mile. And it meant, 
oh so much, to a weak, suffering patient lying there in 
helplessness! This man had learned a new lesson from 
his nurse; all unconsciously she was showing him the 
meaning of that grace of God that does “exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think.’—S. S. Times 
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A FORGOTTEN DAY 


A short, short story by Nancy Avery McCune 


Af T was not altogether David 
Grant’s fault that he had 
forgotten his mother on 
Mother’s Day, There 
tenuating circumstances—if you 


h 


Wie Ce exe 


\y mw 


i 


can call any circumstances so ex- 
tenuating as to make a man for- 


get a mother such as David 
Grant had. For three years he 
had worked night and day to 
save his business from failure. 
It had been a long pull and a 
hard one; but while Marion 
Bruce had worked beside him, 
his mother had never been for- 
gotten. For five years Marion 


had been not only his private 
secretary, but his right hand. All 
of the little niceties of life had 
been taken care of ing, IN 
week before Christmas she had 
reminded him that it was time to 
be buying gifts, and before 
Mother’s Day there had always 
been special preparations. There 
was no florist in the tiny village of Bircham, where his 
mother lived; so the sending of flowers involved some 
care and thought. 

After Marion had gently reminded him of the ap- 
proach of the day, she would go at his suggestion to 
the nearest florist and arrange with that gentleman for a 
box of his freshest rosebuds to be packed in wet moss 
and sent on just the right train so that they would 
arrive just in time to be delivered by special messenger. 
frem the last mail on Saturday before Mother’s Day. 

But Marion had left him six months before. Why? 
Why? 

David Grant never came into his office without ask- 
ing himself that question. Why had he let her go? 
And why had she gone, in that strange way, changing 
her address so that he never could find her? 

Not that he had tried very hard, for his pride had 
been touched; but he had called her apartment once, 
only to be told that she was no longer there. 

How distinctly he recalled the hour that she had 
left. It had been a more than usually trying day. To- 
gether they had gone over the balance sheet of the 
month before; figuring economies here, entrenchments 
there. In despair he had finally shoved back his chair 
and announced coldly: 

“We have cut down everywhere except here in the 
offices. Something has to be done right here.” 

“You mean—-” Marion had asked, her face paling. 

“One of those girls out there.” He indicated with 
a gesture, the two stenographers in the outer office. 

Marion’s eyes had widened—a trick he had often 
noticed when she was moved emotionally—although her 
voice was steady and low. 

“Why, Mr. Grant,’ she had answered, looking at 
him intently, “that is practically impossible. Even. if 


by 


Miss Sherman could do her own 
work and Miss Lacy’s too, I 
feel—’”’ She had stopped and her 
voice had faltered. 

“What do you feel?” he had 
asked, coldly. 

“Both of the girls are sup- 
porting their entire families, dur- 
ing this depression; and if one 
of them loses her position it 
means want and privation not 
only for herself, but her parents 
and younger children in the 
home.” 

Frayed by overtaxed nerves 
he had cried out harshly, “What 
is that to us? If we go to the 
wall, as we well may, every one 
will be let out.” 

Then he remembered how 
Marion had walked over to the 
window; had stayed for a mo- 
ment, looking out over the city, 
and then had come back and 
spoken more quietly than before. 
stand a dismissal better than either Miss 
They can carry on my work 
I have other resources. It 

Perhaps I need a long 


IL Cea 
Sherman or Miss Lacy. 
nicely along with their own. 
won't be too hard on me. 
vacation,’ she had ended rather lamely. 


David Grant never knew why he had answered as 
he had. 


“As you like,” he had said, in the same cold way, 
angered because he had thought she had cared so little 
whether he succeeded or failed. So she had walked out 
of his office and out of his life. 


Miss Sherman and Miss Lacy had been efficient. 
By concentrating every effort, he had been able to keep 
his head above water. A loan, for which he had been 
negotiating for months, had recently become available; 
so that, on the Saturday before the second Sunday in 
May, he went home late in the afternoon, feeling that 
the worst was over and that his business was well on 
the way to recovery. 


On the way home he thought of his mother and 
tried to remember when he had written her. Her let- 
ter came every week, but he hadi been so occupied and 
so worried that the last one lay on his desk at home, 
practically unread. True, he had slit it open and had 
glanced at the ending where she always said, “I am in 
good health and so thankful for my many blessings,” 
and then laid it down, intending to read it more thor- 
oughly later. As he opened the door to his apartment 
he noticed it lying on his desk and promised himself 
that he would read it at once and then write her a 
good long reply. 

Since the death of his wife he had lived alone and, 
that night, loneliness pressed closer around him more 
than ever. Tired and worn, yet relieved over the better 
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turn things had taken, he sank down in his easy chair 
and reached for his mother’s letter. Holding it in his 
hand, he leaned back and relaxed against the soft 
cushions. How quiet it was and lonely. He must not 
only write to his mother tonight, but to his boy in 
preparatory school. But first he would rest a little. 
Closing his eyes, he allowed himself to drift into a re- 
pose which gradually passed into a deep sleep. 
It was midnight when he awoke. The room was in 
darkness. Refreshed and invigorated, he turned 
on a light which revealed his mother’s letter lying on 
the floor. He picked it up ruefully. 

“Now, mother,’ he said to himself, “I am going 
to read your letter at last. For the first time in months 
I feel myself. I believe everything is going to be 
better; and if it is, I am going to take better care of 
you. Bring you here, if you wouldn’t get too home- 
sick for your garden. It’s been ghastly since Leda died 
and Marion left. What's this?” 


deep 


He had been reading her opening sentences: 

“Dear Boy: I wish you could be here to see how 
beautifully the tulips are blooming in the front yard. 
And that reminds me, my dear: I know you have seri- 
ous financial worries and that your mind is greatly bur- 
dened. You don’t know how I have looked forward 
each year to your gift of roses on Mother’s Day, but 
this year you must not spend so much money. I can 
look at my tulips—”’ 

Mother's Day! David picked up a calendar. Sec- 
ond Sunday in May. He pulled out his watch. Twelve- 
thirty! It was Mother’s Day already and he had forgot- 
ten! it. 

“O Marion, if you had stayed, this would not have 
happened.” 

What to do? Telephone? There was no telephone 
in his mother’s little home. Another thing he should 
have done. He ought to have installed one, years ago. 
He walked the floor, beating his hands together as he 
was wont to do when excited. He had been a fool, 
thinking only of money when he ought to have been 
doing something for his mother. Such a good mother, 
never complaining when he did not write or go to see 
her. 

How long had it been since he had seen her? Fully 
three years. Why not go now? Take her the flowers? 
He could drive all night. It was only three hundred 
miles to Bircham. He seized the telephone and called 
the garage where his car was kept. Yes, they would 
bring it directly, filled with gas and oil. He packed a 
few things and ran down the stairs. The car was 
waiting. 

“Do you know of a florist’s shop open? he asked 
the man who had brought the car. 

“T don’t know a one,’ was the answer, “but you 
might find one in the Avenue if you're heading north, 
it being Mother’s Day, sir.” 

He roared through Gary, through Michigan City, 
through Kalamazoo. He decided not to look for flowers. 
He would tell his mother the truth: 

“Mother, I forgot you. I forgot it was Mother’s 
Day. If you'll forgive me, mother, T’ll do better. Vl 
take you home to live with me. Tll bring little David 
home from school and make a home for him. I’ve been 
selfish and stupid and cruel. You worked so hard to 
give me an education and I have done nothing for you 
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—not even to write regularly—but if Marion had stayed, 
I would not have forgotten you.” 

He roared 
City and Big 


through Grand Rapids and Howard 
Rapids and drove into Bircham as the 
early Church bells were beginning to ring. 

The little village lay silent and tranquil as he sped 
through it to the outskirts mother’s little 
home was located, It sat back from the road—just a 
plain house in a grove of trees. In the front 
yard a brave little array of tulips lifted their gaudy 
heads—the tulips which his mother had written about. 

He dashed up to the side door and was out of the 
car and into the heuse before his mother could see who 
was coming, but she had heard the car and had hurried 
towards the door. Then she was in his arms and he 
was pouring his con‘ession into her astonished ears. 

“T forgot ycu, Mother! I forgot it was Mother’s 
Day until I read letter. Will you forgive me, 
Mother? And I haven't any flowers—” 

“My boy, my precious boy,’ she answered. “But 
you did; the flowers came, as lovely as ever. See: roses 
—just what you always sent. They came 
yesterday—you must have forgotten that you ordered 
them. Come here, my darling, and see!” 

She led him into her little parlor and there on the 
old-fashioned center-table stcod a great bowl of roses. 
David st:iook his head. He had not sent them. \Vho, 


where his 


white 


your 


Rosebuds! 


then, had done so? 

Marion Bruce, of course. She had remembered. 

“T did not send them, Mother,” he whispered, his 
voice husky with emotion “It must have been Marion 
who remembered.” 

“The card says, ‘With love from David’,” said his 
mother, ‘“‘and it doesn’t matter. I only know I have my 
flowers and I have you, too. This is the best Mother’s 
Day I have ever known. Marion wrote me a nice let- 
ter a while ago. I was so sorry that you had to let her 
go. She is working now for Moore and Davidson, she 
said... . But now, I’m going to get your breakfast. I 
know you're starved. I'll make pancakes for you, Davy 
—hbig, big pancakes.’ She laughed gleefully, recalling 
his old boyish request, “Make big pancakes—hbig, big 
pancakes, Mother.” 

David sank down into his mother’s old easy chair. 
Moore and Davidson! The firm that had made him the 
loan! Marion had helped there, too—but she must have 
cared for him and cared a lot to have remembered that 
he might net think of sending his mother flowers on 
Mother’s Day. No doubt she had gone to the corner 
flower store where she had always purchased them for 
him and had dared to send them on with his name at- 
tached. Brave Marion! 

He rested his weary head against the well-worn 
cushions of the old chair and drifted off into a pleasant 
dream in which he saw himself in a home again, with 
Marion Bruce as his happy wife, and his mother a loved 
figure also, only to be awakened by his mother’s cheery 
call on; 

“Pancakes, David. All ready. 
for your breakfast!” 

David jumped to his feet and gave his mother an 
old-fashioned bear hug. 

“Tye just had a wonderful dream, Mother,” he 


; : : : : rn 
cried, “and if possible, I’m going to make it come true. 
—Christian Herald 


Big, big pancakes 
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Intermediate Department on to Long Beach 


Poster Suggestions 


Long Beach was a long time away when the Luther 
Leaguers voted in 1937 at their Springheld Convention 
to go there for the 22nd Biennial Convention of the 
Luther League of America. Now that the time is fast 
approaching for us to make good our vote and go to 
Long Beach in July I'm reminded of learning in college 
from my German professor (or was it the Latin pro- 
fessor that told me so?) that “tempus fugit,” which 
when interpreted into English means ‘time flies.” And 
how time has flown since Springfield! It is only a mat- 
ter of less than three months when Long Beach will be 
reached and another fine convention of youth begun. 


How many Intermediate Luther Leaguers and 
Leaders will be there? Our department has been well 
represented at the previous two conventions, namely: in 
Charleston and in Springfield. But at those two places 
a “feature” in the nature of a national contest was re- 
sponsible for getting them there. There will be no 
such inducement for them to go to Long Beach. How- 
ever, I have the hunch that the west coast teenagers 
will turn out in strong numbers. I get the assurance 
for that hunch from Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman, master 
of Intermediate affairs for the Long Beach Convention. 
Correspondence between us has informed me so. But 
we hope to see a goodly number of eastern and south- 
ern representatives from our fold there. It is hoped that 
the State and Synodical Leagues have figured on having 
their bodies represented by at least one Intermediate 
aged Leaguer. 


Our Progrsm at Long Beach 
Tentative plans call for the following program by 
and for Intermediates. Changes will of necessity be 
made to these plans, but in general it will be: 


I. Rally of Intermediates 
lime: iiriday, july 7 7at o-G0mAs NM: 
Place: Trinity Lutheran Church, 8th and Linden Sts. 
(2 blocks east and 9 nerth from Convention 
Hall) 


Pastor: Rev. Daniel J. Snyder 


Program 
Devotions—by an Intermediate or Leader (15 minutes) 
Welcome—Rev. G. Herbert Hillerman (10 minutes) 
Special Musical Number 
Talk—“Helps for Intermeciates’—Rev. R. J. Wolf 
(20 minutes) i 
Hymn—Luther League Rally Hymn 
Talk—" Place of Posters and Projects in Intermediate 
Work’—Miss Mildred Gartelmann 
(20 minutes) 
Discussion 
Presentation by California Intermediates 
Pageant—‘Adventuring with ‘Christ in the Inter- 
mediate Luther League” 
Offering 
Intermediate Rally Hymn 
Benediction 


Party Plans 


Convention Program 


II. Teen-age Photogrsph 

III. Intermediate Luncheon 
Place—Trinity Lutheran Church 
Time—Friday, July 7, 12:30 P. M. 
Program—Food and Fun and Fellowship 
Guests—Seniors (paying their own way) 


IV. Presentation Before Convention 
Place—Convention Hall 
Time—Friday afternoon sometime 
Theme—“Information and Helps for Seniors” 


V. Discussion Groups 
Time—Saturday and Monday mornings 
Theme—‘“Helps for Intermediate Leaders” 


Heartaches of an Intermediate Leader 

Some months ago a certain Intermediate State Sec- 
retary sent a letter and questionnaire to approximately 
seventy congregations in search of information to guide 
her in the promotion of Intermediate Luther League ac- 
tivities. Patiently replies were awaited. Slowly did they 
come in. With the receipt of the sixteenth reply the 
mail man only appeared at her door with discouraging 
news. Think of it! Sixteen replies out of seventy pos- 
sibilities! Not so gcod! I have those sixteen replies be- 
fore me and they aren’t so good, either. I have the 


“heartaches” from those replies tabulated as follows: 


Churches reporting have Intermediate Leagues 

Churches do not have Intermediate Leagues 

Church graduated all its teeners into Senior League 

Church reported ‘lapse’ of work due to inefficient leadership 

Churches do not have enough teenagers 

Church has twenty prospects but doesn’t think it worth- 
while to organize them 

Churches include teeners in Senior League 

Church’s prospects too scattered to warrant a League 

Church considers the transition too difficult to try 

Church has four congregations—too impossible. 


1 
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The above facts make Intermediate promotion pretty 
tough going. But I’m wondering if there isn’t more to 
the facts than those appearing here. Surely we may say 
without contradiction that there is no honest reason 
to be given in defense of those Churches ,that failed to 
reply. We may not think so, but the sin of unanswered 
correspondence must loom large up in heaven. The six- 
teen that replied haven’t that sin to answer for, and that 
is to their credit. With all the speed there is to the 
delivering of mail these days it would make someone 
wealthy who could patent a device that would assure 
answers to all correspondence. Maybe such a device is 
already patented. Maybe it’s a sledge hammer. Don’t 
try it, however. You might break the sledge hammer. 


T’ve Got An Assistant Editor 

Miss Mildred Gartelmann, Superintendent of the 
Ascension Intermediate Luther League, Savannah, Ga., 
has in times past submitted some excellent ideas on 
poster-making which she used successfully in connec- 
tion with the study of the monthly topics. But, unfor- 
tunately, these ideas came too late for use by other 
Leagues. Consequently, I asked her sometime ago to 
project her genius upon the remaining topics for 1939, 
On the day of writing this letter I received a long let- 
ter outlining suggested posters for the May and June 
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topic series. Outlined sketches accompanied the letter. 
If time permitted, I’d have a plate made of the sketches 
and printed herewith, but the description below, I’m 
sure, will suffice. The idea of the posters is several- 
fold, First, to give the Leaguers a visual picture of the 
thoughts under study. Second, to stimulate attendance. 
Third, to provide a worthwhile project with which to 
get the imagination, the hands and the feet of the 
Leaguers at work. Each month from now on (Miss 
Mildred willing) suggestions for poster-making will ap- 
pear in my letter. Here are the two for May and June. 


May—Topic Theme: “The Abundant Life” 

One poster. At the top is printed, “The Abundant 
Life.” Poster is divided in half vertically, and above the 
left-hand half is printed the word, “Receiving.’ This 
half will contain the material for the first topic as fol- 
lows: Print at top, “How Do We Get The Abundant 
Life?” and at the bottom, “By Seeking Christ in the 
House of God.” At the center top under the printed 
question place a picture of “Christ as the Good Shep- 
herd,” or other suitable picture. Under this paste a 
picture of a Church (preferably one of your own Church). 
Small squares are drawn, making a pathway from all 
directions to the door of the Church. Leaguers’ names 
are written in these squares if they attend Church every 
Sunday in May. 


Over the right-hand half of poster is printed, “Ex- 
pressing.’ This side is divided horizontally—the top 
half containing the words, “The Abundant Life in the 
Home.” In the center of this top half place a picture of 
“Jesus in the Home of Martha and Mary.” Require- 
ment for Leaguer’s name to be written on poster on 
either side of the picture could be for “Saying Grace” at 
home or “Leading Family Devotions.” 


The bottom half of this division will contain the 
words, “The Abundant Life Everywhere.” On the center 
left-hand side of this poster draw a small heart. On the 
right side a globe. A line is drawn from top of heart 
to top of globe, another from bottom of heart to bottom 
of globe. This expresses the idea that from the heart 
must come the Abundant Life. The requirement to have 
name written along lines from heart to globe would be 
to do something for some institution or mission or to 
visit the sick and needy. 


June—Topic Theme: “Our Church Organization” 

At the top of poster print, “Our Church Organiza- 
tion.” Under this print, “God the Father—God the Son 
—God the Holy Spirit.” Three beams radiate from these 
three divisions of the Trinity to a picture of a Church. 
The words, “Our Congregation,” are printed on either 
side of the Church picture. A beam will radiate from 
this to a picture or map of the synodical territory of 
which the individual League is a part. This will contain 
the words, “Our Synod.” Beam radiating from this will 
go to globe of the world, with the words, “Our United 
Lutheran Church in America,” printed on either side. 


The service project will be some service for the 
congregation, with the explanation that such service 
will benefit not only the congregation, but the Synod 
and U. L. C. A. as well. Also a monetary gift could be 
made to congregation’s apportionment fund with same 
explanation as above. 
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_The conception of ideas for poster-making is 
a gift, and Miss Gartelmann is freely giving us the 
benefit of that gift. I’m sure she would appreciate 
your writing her and telling her that you followed 
her instructions, and that you will look forward to 


more such ideas. You might also write me and 
tell me the results accomplished by the posters. 
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Pocket Testament League 

The last topic for study in February was on the 
Pocket Testament League. Request was made in the 
body of the material for your reactions. We wanted to 
know if the Pocket Testament idea appealed to Inter- 
mediates. Nine replies have been received to date—all 
favorable to the idea. Membership cards were ordered 
that the Leaguers might become members at once. Here 
are some of the replies given by members of one Inter- 
mediate League: 


1. Young people are as interested in Church work 
as the older people. 


2. Boys said they had pockets. 


3.. All decided they could read the Bible in school 
during spare time. 


4. They like to be known as Luther Leaguers. 


A written reply was asked for in another League 
and here is what some members wrote: 


1. “Yes, I think that Luther Leaguers should car- 
ry a Pocket Testament and join the League, because I 
have something to carry a Testament in and when I see 
it, it reminds me to read it.” 

2. “Girls that go to High School or to work can 
carry a New Testament in their purses. Those that go 
to grade school can carry it in their pockets. Then you 
feel like you are nearer to God.” 

We are encouraged by these replies to promote the 
Pocket Testament League more enthusiastically than 
heretofore. 

Long Beach Indians 

They got Indians out on the coast, so if us pale- 
faced dudes from the East don’t get scalped enroute by 
some red-skins on the warpath from New Mexico and 
Arizona, Chief “Bill” Elliott, superintendent of the 
Hollywood Intermediates, promises to provide a big 
hostile Injun of his own to do the job. And he’s got 
the proof of the scalping Chief who will do it. Just look 
at him, little pale-face. Ain’t he awful fierce looking? 


Leda Elliott, Chief ‘Bill,’ her Pop, Chief Eagle Wing, Billy 
Elliott, and Red Turtie—Jack Sanderson. 
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Chief “Bill” writes that his Intermediates put on 
a Talent Show. It must have been a good show, too. 
That your League might get an idea for a similar show 
I’m giving the program to you in toto: 


Intermediate Luther League Talent Show 


1. Reading: ‘Susie’s Lesson Arlene Wizeman 
2. Harmonica Duet Jack Sanderson and Charles Meurer 
oa SOLO Aims Mae Rockburg 
4, Saxophone Solo Leda Elliott 
315 Solo : “Sylvia? - Jack Samuelhon 
6. “The Spinning W heel? - Anna Dorn 
7. Solo: “In My Reverie’’ - Dorothy Berenboum 
8. Harmonica Solo Jack Sanderson 
oF Solos live (Gotsa Poe pera of Dreams” —L. eda Elliott 
10. Piano Solo Joan Porter 
Di tenitatine:.” & Donald Duck” ‘Robert Samuelson 
12. Reading: “Fly” Nyla Booth 
13. Reading ‘The Black Musts ache” Frances Busciolano 
14. Indian Geremonials Chief Eagle Wing 


15. Ventriloquist ‘Sam and Pat” Reginald Ellis 


(Any League needing an Indian Chief to put on a similar show 
just write to Bill Elliott, care of Uncle Sam, Hollywood, Cal., and 
he’ll see that Chief Eagle takes to his wings and gets there. — Editor) 


Here’s Something To Write About 


Mrs. F. D. Conrad, superintendent of High Point, 
N. C., League, writes about how she trains her Inter- 
mediates while at Church services. She says, “As the 


Leaguers began the work for last year I asked them to 
take notes on the sermons they heard. One of our boys, 
Robert Schufelt, reported that he had fifty-five sermon 
outlines, and the Leaguer next in order was Ray Brak- 
han, who had thirty-five outlines. Already this year 
some of the other Leaguers are working hard on their 
outlines.” Robert Schufelt was awarded a plaque of 
“The Christ” for his fine results. (I suggest to Bob that 
he file those outlines away against the day when he 
may be a preacher. They would give him a head start 
on his classmates.—Editor) 


Party Suggestions for After Lent 

In notifying us that she was about to give up leader- 
ship of the St. Peter’s Intermediate League, Shepherds- 
town, W. Va., (and how we hate to have her go) Miss 
Rachel Snyder submitted the following suggestions for 
a social. They were tried out by her group and there 
being no patent thereon, take the ideas and build for 
yourselves a happy party. 

A Social 

The group was divided into two teams. They drew 
green and white slips of paper. One green slip was 
marked, “Captain,” and so was one white. 

The two teams contested all evening. A score was 
kept on a blackboard. The winners were given lollipops. 
The losers had to serve the refreshments. 

The first contest was a blackboard “spelling bee.” 

The second was “Blind Eyes of Tag.” One member 
of the green team was blindfolded. The Whites had to 
hop around on one foot and avoid being tagged. If a 
foot (the one in the air) was put down or touched the 
floor, the wearer thereof was “out.” Whereupon the 
Greens took their turn at being tagged. 

The third was a contest where words were left out 
of nursery rhymes, and the right ones had to be substi- 
tuted. 


” 


“Little blank blank blank 
Sat on a blank blank (some sittin’!) 
Eating some blank and blank. 

The fourth was a relay—where a ball is passed 
rapidly to the head of a line and the head person has 
to run with it to the end of the line—and so on until 
all have had a run. 
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The fifth was charades—acting out a word, such as 
“cats up,” “dog wood,” etc. (Among the “etc.” might 
be “cow hide”—Editor) 

The sixth. Each team selected a representative. 
Separately they were instructed to pass by a table on 
which were a Bible, pencil, hat, scarf, scissors, crayon, 
calendar, and an apple. The players were then instructed 
to make a list of the objects they remembered seeing. 

The seventh was a series of tongue-twisters con- 
ducted much as you would a spelling bee. Each tongue- 
twister had to be said rapidly three times as per: 

“Around the rugged rock the ragged rufhan ran.” 

“A big, black, bug’s blood.” 

“Rubber baby buggy bumpers.” 

(Try these when you haven’t got your 
of mush.) 

The crowning event of the evening is when the lolli- 
pops are awarded the winner. 

If I don’t end this letter right now, the Editor of the 
Review will crown me, and it won’t be with a lollipop. 


mouth full 


Sincerely, 


Have you seen the Bigger and Better 


Topics Quarterly 


with its new dress and valuable material for 
your Devotional Meetings? 


In the Bigger and Better Topics Quarterly we ex- 
pect to give you new and valuable material for your 
topics and devotions. Also, we plan a page on books. 
Another page in each quarter will be on some special 
phase of League work. We expect to make the Quarterly 
an indispensable helper. No one should be without it. 
You must have the Review, of course, but unless you 
have the Topics Quarterly you will miss a lot. Don’t 
miss it. Present subscriptions will be continued at the 
old rate to the end of the year and new ones received 
at the same rate. After that, if you like it and show it by 
subscribing—well, you will get your money’s worth. 
And if you don’t like it, and do not subscribe, then—? 


Subscription Prices 


Payable in Advance 
Single Copies (Four Issues), One Year 25 Cents 


25 Copies - - - - One Quarter $1.25 
50 Copies - - - - One Quarter 2.50 
75 Copies - - - - One Quarter 3.00 
100 Copies - - - - One Quarter 4.00 
25 Copies - - - - One Year 3.75 
50 Copies = <= = = One Year 6.00 
73) Copies - 5 -s-ae Ones Year 8.00 
100 Copies - - - - One Year 10.00 


Send all Orders with Remittances to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 
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A HOBO PARTY=A Good May Social 


(By Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz) 
Invitations. Use part of a paper bag or any scratch 
paper, and without being too particular about the writ- 
ing the following might be used: On ............, at 8 
o'cleck, there will be a free feed at There 
will be plenty of hoboes there, so you and your pals are 
invited. 


Decorations, Anything suggestive of outdoors. 
Hopping Ride 

If there are more girls than boys, have the girls 
form outside circle, vice versa, boys inside circle. Then 
put the extra ones in the center. Have one circle march- 
ing one direction and other circle the other. When the 
whistle blows or the music stops, everyone tries to get 
a partner. Those left out go to the center. They march 
around together and find out the fictitious name of their 
partner, where he has traveled, etc. When the whistle 
blows again, the boys start in one direction and the 
girls another. 

Grabbing a Meal 

Divide into two even sides and line up. 

Meal (handkerchief) 

ee ees eA eee Chae GAO LO) 
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Call a number and the two people with that number 
try to snatch the handkerchief and get back into this 
line without being touched by the other person. He 
wins a point for his side if he gets the handkerchief 
safely back to his own side, or if he tags the person 
from the opposite side when that person has the hand- 
kerchief. Have lines about 10 feet apart. 
the game. 


21 points is 


Dodging the Cop 

Players stand in equal parallel with hand 
clasped along the lines. Two extra players, one police- 
man and the other the hobo, stand ready to run. The 
director should be able to see all the players. Police- 
man chases the hobo up and down the spaces between 
the lines. When the chase becomes close, blow whistle, 
the lines turn right face and clasp hands to make rows 
at right angles at the first rows. The chase proceeds 
in new direction. If policeman catches hobo, both choose 
successors. 


lines 


Filling the Bandana 
First player names object that he intends to put 
jin his bandana, next player repeats and adds one more 
object. If they miss out, they drop out and are not 
allowed to take a bandana with them. 


Leaving Town 

Suitcase relay. Use two paper bags if you can’t have 
suitcases. Have coat, hat, necktie in bag, and, if possible, 
have an umbrella for each side. First in line takes bag, 
runs to given point, takes off clothes, puts in bag, gives 
it to next in line. 

Hunting a Freight 

Arrange the chairs in a straight line with every 
other chair alternating. Players form a line and when 
the music starts march around the chairs. When the 
music stops each player runs for a freight car. Have 
one less chair than players. The one w.o doesn’t get 
a chair drops out of the game and one chair is removed 
and the music starts again. This is continued until all 


the chairs have been removed except one and the two 
remaining persons try to get the one chair. The per- 
son remaining is the winner and may be awarded a small 
prize if desired. 


Choosing a City 
- First person names a city as DETROIT. 

Next person has to name a city beginning with the 
last letter, (TROY) before first perscn counts to ten. 
Keep going around until everyone has been able to name 
city that he is going to try bumming next. 


Hunting a Bed 
One person the Policeman, another the Hobo. 
Others divide into three and two join both hands. They 
are park benches. Third gets in center; he is a hobo. 
Policeman starts chasing hobo; hobo runs and gets in 
any park bench, The hobo there 
scramble for another bench. 


must get out and 
If the policeman catches 
hobo, change places; hobo is the policeman and police- 
man is on the run. 


Scouting for Food 
Divide into gangs of three or four each. Have pea- 
nuts or pieces of candy hidden beforehand. One mem- 
ber of each gang is chosen leader. Each gang decides on 
a call for their gang, such as barking, meowing, etc. 
Each gang’s call must be different. At the signal they 
begin hunting the food. Only the leader is allowed to 
pick it up. When a member of a gang finds any, he 
stands by it and calls his leader to came and get it by 
using his gang’s call. Side 

best bums. 


picking up most are the 
Refreshments 
Sandwiches and coffee would be appropriate for this 


type of a party, and possibly an apple or scme cookies 
to serve as an extra. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Why not Prepare a Topic on 


“What Would Luther Cay Teday?” 


or create a Poster on 


The Keformation™ 


and submit it in the contest? 


WUENTE, Ihe) ISIS, 


is the time limit for Poster and Topic Matezial 
to be at 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
HEADQUARTERS 


1228 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


See pages 10 and 11 of the March issue of the Review 
for regulations governing the contest. Your 
epportunity for a Good Service Project 
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Financial Reports 
LET'S GO! 


Make 1939 a Banner Year 


How will your 


State or Synodical Luther League 
stand financially at the 


Long Beach Convention, July 6-10, 1939? 


DUES REPORT 
April 2, 1939 


Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid Billed Paid 
Northern California ...... $27.00 $6.75 $4.50 $1.13 
Southern California ...... 91.25 22.81 10.00 
Columbia) District “5-0. 37.50 2.50 
Connecticut tc iene cracnt! artciese 61.25 12.80 
A4—Plotida seswiewens tele 31.00 31,00 2.80 2.80 
Georgia-Alabama ........ 77.50 19.38 9.90 2.48 
Illinois 199.50 35.00 
Indiana 105.00 11.30 
1—Iowa 75.00 75.00 12.50 12.50 
Kansas 83.75 5.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ..... 42.75 1.00 
atv a tiie cs casicinemteastedevonet 317.00 42.00 
IMiChiganumeaiseisreesla tele fe) 11.20 
Mit wESt sasmniisreracoreiiee clot 81.75 20.44 
IMssinesotal aisrevares eo erenerersssners 70.00 12.50 
IMEIGSISSIPDLamerminetremloieitete 16.50 
Nebraskan. throne ern sere 61.25 8.60 
2—New Jersey .........- 117.50 117.50 35.00 35.00 
Nie wWan SOT artevioun etre vectohenene 437.50 ( 114.70 
INouthe'Carolinaseme rer nies 669.50 167.38 84.20 21.05 
 O) abiolen O EO OOD ate BSUS) 84.32 22.50 5.63 
Pacific Northwest ....... 48.50 12.13 5.50 1.38 
Pentisylyamiaeweie ce etertee 2225 737.60 226.60 56.65 
3—Rocky Mountain ..... 25.00 25.00 3.00 3.00 
NoutleGarolinal ences reste 389.00 321.54 36.90 36.65 
Meas sO er tre ainskernaie atone 108.00 7.40 
VAR Sinaia We ereeene easter ehh are ae 306.25 76.57 20.00 5.00 
NAGE WAbeseNEL — Gah onanone 32.50 21.25 4.00 2.00 
Wisconsinie.yteraciaster ioe 49.00 11.80 
$6,186.00 $1,738.67 $753.20 $185.27 


KONNAROCK MEDICAL CENTER PROJECT 
April 3, 1939 


Northern California 
Southern California 
Columbia District 
10—Connecticut 
1t——Blorida? s2.0 sac ote 
12—Georgia-Alabama 
4—Illinois 
11—Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas. St. cicison tence 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
7—Maryland 
2—Michigan 
Mindiwestr  iaictntecte: cr tevoverniene 
9— Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Nebraska Sosy. ceeicmunitccion. 
5—New Jersey 
New York “..ae.nee comes 
North Carolina 
8—Ohiotes...45.0-Sareedoetn ae 
6—Pacific Northwest 
13—Pennsylvania ........ 
3—Rocky Mountain 
South Carolina 
14—Texas 
Virginia: ch dcties ao thee 
West Virginia 
WiISCOnSIT Winn cmon 
Intermediate Rally (Spg.) 
i Rally (Spg.) 
irst, Winnipeg 

First Eng., Billings, Mont. 
Canada 


$10,921.00 


Senior 
$28.00 
75.00 
7.50 
81.42 


$9,043.27 


Inter. 


$25.00 
6.00 


29.38 
21.06 


6.00 
20.00 


43.00 
5.90 


5.00 


$838.35 


Junior 


8.35 


$508.77 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to March 31, 1939 


Alumni 
Total Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’l 
Northern California $25.00 
Southern California 60.00 $5.00 $5.00 
Columbia District.. oe 
Connecticut .- +6. 
INousky Boeocoscn0.0 20.00 12.00 $5.00 2.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 55.00 10.00 $10.00 
IOURIGSER “Sidi ono 150.00 10.00 $10.00 
ithe. Ay ao cop Gok 65.00 
TO wal Ubehwerasrerocareslere 50.00 5.00 5.00 
IATSASH auc cherie 70.00 10.00 10.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 30.00 
Maryland “0... 220.00 45.00 40.00 5.00 
IMEI NEEH SHonoadoo 40.00 
MiTd WiEStM silelelets sisi 40.00 
Minnesota ee 
Mississippi y 
Nebeasiee: 55.00 11.00 5.00 1.00 5.00 
New Jersey 90.00 56.00 20.00 31.00 5.00 
New York 325.00 97.50 65.00 22.50 10.00 
North Carolina 370.00 22.00 15.00 7.00 
ObIOn Wisuts vis enc ste ae 230.00 8.00 5.00 3.00 
Pacific Northwest.. 25.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,450.00 380.00 155.00 155.00 70.00 
Rocky Mountain 15.00 
South Carolina 260.00 22.00 20.00 2.00 
Mi exag pera were lcenstens 60.00 
Wasetiialpeer-cgarvere nee 250.00 36.00 30.00 6.00 
West Virginia 35.00 5.00 5.00 
Wisconsin terriers 35.00 5.00 5.00 
@anadawee nic rotinre 3.00 3.00 
Special wren vesroteclsrs 31.50 15.00 4.00 12.50 
$774.00 $395.00 $246.50 $132.50 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 


March, 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


1939 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 5 


Miss Marjorie Solberg 
Frank McKelvey 
Robert Ray Inslee 
Mrs. Ruth Inslee 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT 


FLORIDA, total 4 
Mrs. Rose Marie Shosser 
St. John’s Intermediate Luther 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 2 
ILLINOIS, total 2 
INDIANA 
IOWA, total 1 
KANSAS, total 2 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 13 
William Beck 
Louis Hoover 
MICHIGAN 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEBRASKA, total 3 
NEW JERSEY, total 36 
Miss Anna J. Schaediger 
William F, Schaediger 
Mrs. William F. Schaediger 
Rev. J. E. Gonzalez 
Miss Dorothy Voigt 
William Mende 
Miss Anna Voigt 


League, Jacksonville 


St. John’s Senior Luther League, Passaic 


NEW YORK, total 35 


New_York State Luther League, by Metropolitan Area 


Luther League Clinic 
Daniel Lehman 
Edmurd Blumenschein 
Eastern District Luther League 
Miss Frances Knoob 
Miss Anna J. Haller 
Arthur Link 
Rev. Chalmers E. Frontz 
J. Kenneth Logan 
Miss Dorothy Kempf 
John Kruer 
Miss Ruth Sibbert 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 10 
Miss Dolly Sloop 

OHIO, total 4 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


PENNSYLVANIA, total 196 
Dr. Henry W. A. Hanson 
Mrs. Henry W. A. Hanson 
Miss Helen M. Bachman 
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Miss Emily W. Fruendt 
Miss Clara Schleicher 
Miss Melba Beam 
uiies, Rath E. Blessing 
arrisburg District Luther League 
Mrs. Mabel B. Fenner 
A Friend 
Edward Schreck 
Miss Louise Tinnerman 
Sister Zedena Ross 
Sister Elizabeth Fackler 
Sister Anna Melville 
Sister Elaine Dunlap 
Rev. C. P. Wiles, D.D. 
Rey. S. White Rhyne, D.D. 
en Bag Bite bine 
rist Senior Luther League, Wilkes-Barr 
Richard Kemmler : : 
Miss Mildred Gergenske 
Rev. Herbert F. Kline 
Mrs. C. L. Warner 
Russell E. Thompson 
Richard E. Heiland 
Miss Ruth Heckaman 
Miss Virginia Froelich 
Clyde Newkirk 
Mrs. Thelma Birch 
O. Roy Frankenfield, Sr. 
Messiah Senior Luther League, Harrisburg 
George Richardson 
Miss Katherine Ottobre 
Miss Frances Schreck 
Miss Eleanor Schreck 
William Semisch 
David M. Becker 
qone Busteed 
iss Elizabeth M. Stracker 
Norberth Stracker 
Lester E. Short 
Wilson N. Riggs 
Daniel J. Davies 
Elwood W. Bartram 
Courtland L. Agre 
Miss Sadie Fell 
Arloe R. Olsen 
Robert Burkhard 
Miss Martha G. Simon 
Walter Timm 
Miss Essie R. Todd 
R. B. Cunningham 
Miss Pat Ford 
Miss Vera Wittenberg 
Ludvig E. From 
Mrs. Marie L. Reichsteiner, by St. Stephen’s Intermediate 
Luther League, Wilmington 
Miss Emma R. Heller 
Russell Carter 
St. Peter’s Intermediate Luther League, Pittston 
N. L. Snyder 
Mrs. George O’bert 
Robert T. Menges 
Mrs. Robert T. Menges 
Master Robert John Menges 
Executive Committee, B-M-C District 
Master Herman E. Zieger 
Miss Margaret Ruth Zieger 
Frank A. Lister 
S. A. Bond 
A. R. Knoos 
Mrs. A. R. Knoos 
Luther D. March 
Miss Annie L. Shettel 
Mrs. John Birdesheim 
Miss Mary Ellen Birdesheim 
Dr. Emil W. Weber, by Trinity Senior Luther League, 
Pottsville 
Oscar L. Lingle 
Miss Esther Nelson 
Mrs. Irene Hufford 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 6 
Miss Winnie Butt 


TEXAS 


VIRGINIA, total 12 ? 
Sinking Springs Luther League. Midway 
Bethel Luther League, Manassas | 
Muhlenberg Luther League, Harrisonburg 
Capt. H. M. L. Walton 
David Dimmitt 


WEST VIRGINIA, total 1 
St. Mark’s Intermediate Luther League, Clarksburg 


WISCONSIN, total 1 
CANADA, total 3 


Long Beach, California, invites you to enjoy its 32- 
acre salt-water bathing lagoon protected from the sea 
by the famous “Rainbow Pier” breakwater, or to gambol 
in the surf outside the breakwater—when you come to 
the 22nd Biennial Convention of the Luther League of 
America, July 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, 1939. 
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WHY I BECAME A STENOGRAPHER 
By Emma Luethy 

The position of stenographer does not sound like 
a potential Christian field, unless that position is with 
a directly Christian organization. Therefore, the op- 
portunities for practicing a Christian life in this sphere 
are practically the same as in any other ordinary oc- 
cupation, where the simple everyday rules of Christ-like 
living apply. 

Why did I become a stenographer? 

In a few words, my answer is: I felt it would pro- 
vide the means with which I could do the things I 
wished to do. No, money was not the only thing which 
I sought. It was the medium through which I might 
obtain the things I desired. 

First, my choice of vocations would have been to 
become a nurse, where I might patiently and kindly 
serve in a field of mercy to the sick, but on account of 
a physical impediment, I was unable to follow this work. 
Secondly, my desire was to take up art, whereby I 
might bring to other people, in an effective manner, 
glimpses of life, morbid or beautiful, spiritual or material, 
as I might see them, while yet occupying myself en- 
joyably. However, the field of art is very uncertain, 
and after all, I had to consider making a livelihood. 
Therefore, with the ready assistance of my parents, I 
chose the work of a stenographer. 

The point I wish to make is this: My occupation as 
a stenographer is merely a means to an end. Thereby 
I am able to do, in a measure, the things I wish to do. 
Indirectly I am caring for the sick. Although denied the 
pleasure of alleviating pain and suffering myself, I can 
financially aid others who are carrying on the work 
which I would like to do. Since my stenographic work 
provides for me an income, I am also able to follow 
my artistic inclinations to a limited extent, 

So, indirectly, the work which I have chosen funda- 
mentally affords me the opportunity to perform service 
in other fields. True, I cannot be a preacher, but I 
can lend my assistance to a worthy cause. My occupa- 
tion, although not directly philanthropic, has number- 
less far-reaching channels, with many a privilege for 


serving mankind, if I will but use it so. 


—Sent by MISS HAVANNA. AMOS 
Life Service Secretary of The Luther 
League of the Synod of Ohio 


A BRIEF WORD FROM OUR LIFE SERVICE 
SECRETARY, REV. ALFRED J. BEIL 
Recently, in one of my communications to the Life 

Service Secretaries, I asked for personal articles like the 
one appearing just above. I feel that every Leaguer 
who reads this statement, “Why I Became a Steno- 
grapher,” will be encouraged by the possibilities that 
every vocation offers for serving Christ and His Church 
and the general good of mankind. Before the next Re- 
view is in the mail I hope I will have a number of 
articles telling “Why I Became a Clerk,” or “Why I 
Became a School Teacher’ or “Why I Became an 
Athletic Coach” or “Why I Became any of the other 
Vocations that People Choose and Follow.” 


Long Beach, California, where the Luther League 
of America will meet next July, is the home port of the 
United States Battle Fleet. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


ILLINOIS 


Among the agencies and auxiliaries of our Church, the Luther 
League stands out as ome that contributes much to the welfare of 
the spiritual life of our young people. Our United Lutheran Church 
may look upon the work done by our young people with increasing 
favor and gratitude to Almighty God. They have shown a _fine spirit 
of cooperation for the promotion of the Church’s work. From time 
to time the six district groups, making up the Illinois Luther League, 
have meetings that bespeak purposeful activity and consecration. 


The Fox Valley District held am enthusiastic Rally on Sunday 
afternoon of January 15th, in Grace Lutheran Church, Woodstock, 
with the largest attendance experienced in this District. Rev. Armin 
G. Weng, Ph.D., President of the Illinois Synod, gave a stirring ad- 
dress which revealed opportunities for youth, and the advantages of 
a strong faith as a power to overcome the obstacles in the path of 
youth today. Young folks from the new, mission at Richmond were 
welcomed, and it is hoped that the inspiration from this Rally will 
serve to effect an organization of the Luther League in their con- 
gregation. During the business session, which followed, it was 
voted to give $10.00 to the Carthage Scholarship Fund, and $5.00 
to the Herald. A social and fellowship hour closed this most profit- 
able Rally. 


The Chicago District held an enthusiastic Rally on November 
6th, in the Wicker Park Lutheran Church. Rev. A. _R. Addy 
addressed the Leaguers on the theme, “Ye Are Living Epistles of 
Christ.”?> James Scuffham explained the Illinois Luther League Ob- 
jective for Carthage. Sister Frieda made a plea to Leaguers to help 
fill Christmas boxes for the patients at the Illinois Research Hos- 
pital. Again on December 7th, the Chicago District gathered_in 
Holy Trinity Church for the annual Luther League Dinner. Dr. 
J. A. Leas, Pastor of the Church, gave a forceful address on “Play- 
ing the Game,” which was well received by the young folks. 
Leaguers of Chicagoland did their part in distributing 499 boxes of 
candy, fruit and muts, at Christmas time, to patients in the Research 
Hospital. The Leaguers further showed the real Christmas spirit by 
singing Christmas Carols in the corridors. This project was carried 
out in cooperation with the Inner Mission Society. 


The All-Chicago Youth Rally was an event of outstanding in- 
spiration. This Rally was held in Luther Memorial Church, and the 
Pastor, Rev. G. C. Koehler, addressed the group on ‘In Him Is 
Life.’ The annual election at this time resulted in the following 
being chosen: President, Milton Flechsig; Treasurer, James Scuff- 
ham; Recording Secretary, Helen Leyin; Corresponding Secretary, 
Lillian Wickstrom. A very enjoyable social hour followed. In 
carrying out the theme, ‘Alive Unto Christ,’ young people of 
Chicagoland are making great plans for a Lenten Retreat Service 
to be held on Sunday, March 19th. The theme is to be, “God Solv- 
ing Youth’s Problems.” 


A Lenten Retreat will be held at St. Mark’s Church, Nokomis, 
Sunday afternoon, March 19th, to which Leaguers will come from 
surrounding towns. The meditations and discussions will center 
around the theme, “Alive Unto Christ.” 


_ Thus our Youth marches on, not uncertainly, but with a goal 
before them. There is purpose in their planning and activity. There 
is willingness to accept the responsibilities incident to the promotion 
of the Kingdom of Ged. All of our young folks are to be com- 
mended, but in particular cur efficient and consecrated leadership, 
as shown by the good President of the Illinois Luther League, 
Gerald S. Powers, of Mt. Morris, and his corps of helpers. 


REV. EDWIN L. JOHNSON, Reporter 


NEW JERSEY 
Central District 


_On Sunday, March 19, Central District sponsored the 4th Annual 
Union Lenten Service at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Red Bank. 
Rey. Walter Cowen was liturgist and the sermon was delivered by 
Rev. F. C. Maynard, of St. Luke’s, Dunellen. 


_ On Sunday, April 23, Central District meets at Holy Trinity, 
Elizabeth. A social is the schedule in the afternoon, followed by 
a fellowship supper. In the evening, Mr. Alfred L. Beck, State Life 
Service Secretary, is listed as the speaker. 

Bergen and Hudson District will have a joint Rally during 
May. A large turnout is expected. 


Southern District 


February featured a Social Rally, in the form of a St. Valentine 
Party. The entire first part of the evening was spent in a social 
gathering, followed by closing devotions and a Friendship Circle. 
This: was a well attended rally. In March we met in Holy Trinity, 
Audubon, with Rev. Paul W. Kapp as our speaker. In April we 
journey to Zion, Egg Harbor. 

May marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of Southern District, 
and plans are now_being made for our annual convention, which 
will be held in St. Luke’s Church, West Collingswood, Rev. W. M. 


‘Weaver, the pastor. ‘ 
ARTHUR W. BONNET, Publicity Secretary 


PENNSYLVANIA 


A very fine booklet, ‘‘Missionary Messages,” published b 
State Missionary Secretary. Mrs. Elwood Houser, has been es 
District Missionary Secretaries in the State. While the booklet 
covers the various items of interest relative to the Missionary De- 
Partment, it carries very helpful suggestions for conducting Mission 
Study Classes. According to statistics published in this booklet 
Pennsylvania attained approximately 91% of her Konnarock quota 

(February). 


In and abcut the various Districts we find: 


York District had Rev. Marshall Brenneman, student at the 
Lutheran Seminary at Gettysburg, speak at the Life Service Con- 
ference February 23rd. A Membership Increase Banner Award was 
given Messiah Luther League, York, for the year 1939 as they re- 
ported the highest percentage increase for the year. A Luther League 
Plaque was presented to Zion Luther League, Glen Rock, reporting 
next highest percentage membership increase. Closely aligned to 
Life Service is the Inner Mission Department, which conducted a 
service at the County Home on March 19th and will conduct a serv- 
ice at the County Prison on Palm Sunday, at which time the de- 
votional booklet, “Light for Today,’ will be distributed to each 
prisoner attending the service. That’s putting Life Service into real 
practice! 

Thursday, March 2nd, 
was held in Trinity Lutheran Church, York. 
ing Forward.” The installation of officers 
District Chaplain, Rev. Herbert G. Kline. 

St.Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hanover, was the_ scene of the 
45th annual Fellowship Supper, held March 14th. Rev. Carroll S. 
Klug, pastor of First Lutheran Church, Chambersburg, arranged 
the service and delivered the address on the theme, “Facing the 
Cross.””? Rev. Klug will be remembered as having prepared the 
Fellowship Service (which should be in your worker’s handbook), 
“The Light of the World.” 


Schuylkill District held a Departmental Conference, March 11th, 
in Christ Lutheran Church, Schuylkill Haven. 


Conferences of this type have become very popular_in many of 
the Districts, and from all reports received, much benefit is derived 
from them. It not only affords exchange-of ideas and a means of 
imparting departmental instruction and information, but it also gives 
each District Secretary am opportunity to become acquainted with 
the local secretaries of the various departments. 


Philadelphia reports a very successful 18th annual Live Wire 
Dinner, held at Kugler’s Restaurant, February 15th. About _ 350 
Luther Leaguers joined in the festivities at which time John Pem- 
berton Jordan, Esq., a prominent Philadelphia lawyer, delivered the 
address, ‘“‘What Are You Worth??? William H. Patrick (Uncle Pat 
to you) was toastmaster and led the singing. $20.00 in loose change 
was collected towards the Sustaining Membership Fund. Rev. Paul 
M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary of the Luther, League of 
America, extended greetings from that body. Entertainment was 
furnished by the WFIL aartist’s bureau. 


All departments of the District have been functioning at full 
speed—both the missionary quota and dues have been met. _The 
Extension Department, too, is showing gratifying results. Com- 
mittees have been appointed to head up the delegations going to the 
York and Long Beach Conventions. 


Allentown. The annual spring banquet of the District will be 
held May ist, in the Masonic Temple, Bethlehem, with Rev. G. F. 
Bechtold, D.D., Executive Secretary of the Inner Mission Board of 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, as speaker. This looked-forward-to 
event, always is attended by a large group of Leaguers numbering 
anywhere from 450 to 550. 


The Intermediates also are looking forward to 
event of last spring—an_ outing to Camp Hagan, Lutheran 
Camp on the Delaware. This Outing is scheduled for June. 


About one-fourth of the local Leagues of the District are pub- 
lishing their own monthly or quarterly publications. There is a 
great deal of interest in this phase of publicity and the District is 
conducting its own Bulletin Exchange under the direction of Fran- 
cis Kline, Emmaus, Publicity Chairman. 


The 46th annual Convention of the Luther League of Pennsyl- 
vania will open Tuesday Evening, July 25th, in Union Lutheran 
Church, 406 W. Market St., York, Rev. Carl R. Simon, Pastor. 
Convention sessions will be held daily up to and including July 
28th. The Convention theme is, ‘‘Christians Leagued Together,” and 
the Chaplain will be Rev. Donald L. Houser, Pastor of Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Wesleyville. Convention information is being re- 
leased from time to time through the Executive Secretary and Pub- 
licity Chairman of the State. 


ANNA M. SCHLEGEL, Publicity Chairman 


the annual District Intermediate Rally 
The theme was ‘““Look- 
was conducted by the 


repeating an 
Girl’s 


OHIO 


A great deal of interest is being manifest in the Declamation 
Contest which was announced in the April issue of the Review. To 
enter, the contestant is required to learn one of the five orations, 
each 1000 words long, written by five pastors in our Ohio Synod 
and printed in the Declamation Booklet. The theme of these ad- 
dresses, ‘‘Winning Losers,” is also the theme of the 1939 State 
Luther League Convention to be held in September. In this way 
convention interest is stimulated and more of an opportunity to find 
some hidden talent in the teen-age group of our Church. 


Reports have been received from several of the eleven Pre- 
Lenten Retreats which were held in Western, Central, and Eastern 
Conferences on February 19. Lenten Retreats are being» planned in 
Southern Conference on March 12. 


Nearly two hundred Leaguers were present in Tuscarawas 
Lutheran Church where meditations were presented by Rev. W. L. 
Pifer, of Steubenville, and Rev. S. Foust, of Newcomerstown. 
The communion meditation was given by Rev. Edward Scharf, of 


Baltic. All three meditations used the general th “Goi 
With Jesus.” g eme, “Going Apart 


More than one hundred persons were present at Orrvill 
one e where 
the Eastern District of Central Conference held their retreat. 


ey 
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Meditations were presented by Rev. J. E. Hof f svi 
Rey. Carl Driscoll, of Bead ae oe eens 


Others to report Lenten Retreats on February 19, the Canton- 
Youngstown Federation of Eastern Conference held their Retreat at 


Canton. Fine attendance and inspiration marked the Retreats at 
First Church, Mansfield, and Roseville. 

_ The Springfield Federation of the Southern Conference held 
their Retreat at Bethel Lutheran Church on March 12. Rev. Boer- 


ingher was in charge. Meditations were given by Rey. Erny. who 
talked on “His Challenge to a Life of Faith.” Rev. Recker spoke on 
His Challenge to a Life of Sacrifice,” and Rev. Paul Shanor 
closed the meditations on ‘‘His Challenge to a Life of Service.” At 
the evening service Dr. Heisey of Wittenberg College, spoke on the 
subject of “The Bible Down Through the Ages,” using slides to il- 
lustrate his theme. 


Four Luther Leagues are on the 1939 Honor Roll of the Luther 
League of the Synod of Ohio and the Luther League of America in 
that they have met their full apportionment for the current year. 
One of the four is the Pleasant Valley League, Rowsburg Parish, 
which local group were 100-percenters in 1937 and 1938. Rev. Carl 
Kessler is Pastor. 


A newly-organized League, less than one year old, is listed 
among the first four for the year. That League is in Mt. Zion 
congregation, Layfayette, Rev. Charles Hackenberg, Pastor. 

The other two Leagues in this list are Nevada Lutheran, 
Nevada, Rev. Knox Roberts, pastor. This group was the first to 
sent its apportionment to the treasurer, and the Grace Church, 
Springfield, Rey. Paul Erney, pastor. 

To all of these Leagues will be sent a Certificate of Honor 
from the State and National organizations. In addition each active 
member will receive 1949 Membership Cards for having met their 
financial obligations. All Leagues and Leaguers will receive these 
certificates and cards as soon as all obligations have been met. 


HAROLD LANGE 
NEW YORK 


Greetings to the Luther Leagues of America in this the month 
of May. We are busily engaged in last minute preparations for the 
46th Annual Convention to be held in Niagara Falls on May 27-30. 
A fine list of outstanding speakers and leaders for this affair has 
been secured. “Glorious Power” is the theme of this conclave. Dis- 
cussion groups under a modified panel plan with the following themes, 
are planned: “Receiving Power,” “Transforming Power,” and ‘Trans- 
mitting Power.’’ Among the features of the convention will be a trip 
to the Canadian side of the Falls and a meeting with the Canadian 
Leaguers, a concert by the United Lutheran Choir of Buffalo. the 
Convention Banquet, and innumerable other things. Expectations 
are for the biggest and best convention in the Luther League of 
New York State’s history. 

Now we go to our district items. While the districts are silent, 
they are not idle for the reports that arrive are most encouraging. 
That’s all. Perhaps we'll see some of you at Niagara Falls and at 


Long Beach. 
DAVID A. JENSEN, Publicity Secretary 


Genesee Valley 


As we go to press, the middle of March finds the Genesee Val- 
ley District Luther League in the midst of the Lenten season, look- 
ing toward the immediate future, mainly the annual spring gathering 
to be held on Saturday, April 15. 

Redeemer Luther League, Rochester, now has in its possession 
the 1938 State Comvention Attendance Cup and is looking forward 
to Niagara Falls when they expect to retain the cup for another 
year. 

OneSaturday, Aprils, Iu. YC. Gy VY. DD. wall amean) i. INE 0: 
to the Lutheran Youth of Rochester and vicinity, because L. Y. C. 
G. V. D. means ‘Lutheran Youth Conference of the Genesee Valley 
District.’”’ A vital and challenging program is now being planned 
for this Conference. 

The program is being planned as a part_of the Spring Conven- 
tion of the Genesee Valley District Luther League and efforts will 
be made to attract Lutheran Youth from surrounding towns such as 
Cohocton, Dansville, Webster, Lyons, Kendall and Pittsford; all of 
these towns being eligible for membership in the Genesee Valley 
District Luther League. 

State President, Howard Logan, and State Field Secretary, Dr. 
Paul C. White, will be present at this Conference and will be a vital 
part of the program. An invitation has also been extended to Luther 
League of America President, John George Kurzenknabe, and it is 
hoped that his schedule will permit his presence to lead one of the 
conference periods. 

The Conference is slated for Zion Church. The program will 
open with conference periods on Luther League work and will be 
followed by the Annual Business Meeting and the election of new 
officers, Then will come the evening’s big event—the Banquet. The 
day’s program will be concluded with an Evening Devotional Service 
at which the newly elected officers will be inducted. 

CLARENCE L. NEUN 
Long Island 

To the awarding of Lutheran Leadership Course Parish and 
Church School Board Certificates and a_fellowship devotional meet- 
ing the Long Island District Luther League Institute closed its 
first year March 13th. 

We had 130 students registered, distributed to our three courses 
as follows: >: 

1. “Education for Marriage and Family Living,” under the 
professorship of Dr. Luther Woodward, Ph.D., of the Bureau of 
Child Guidance of the Board of Education of the City of New 
York, 61. E 

2. “Making Life Christian,’ with Ambrose Hering, D.D., Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, Lutheran Welfare Council, 47. 
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3. “The History of the Reformation,” 
Rev. Alfred J. Krahmer, M. A,, 
Church, Laurelton, L. I., 22. 


Course No, 1 was filled with all our young 
one person in the course was married. 


Course No. 2 had many prominent visitors who were glad to 
tell their experiences. They included Mrs. Smith-Alired from Social 
Service Commission of the New York World’s Fair; Mr. Edward 
Thomas of the Queensborough Boy Scouts; Rev. Schweiger, Pro- 
testant Chaplain of Queens General Hospital; Mr. Hall of the 
Queens Industrial Commission; and Miss Moore of the Charity 
Organization Society. 


Course No, 3 represented all the imtelligensia, who waxed strong 
debating the pros and cons, with Rey. Krahmer setting them on the 
straight road. 


We of the Long Island District hope that our institute will 
continue to grow and each year present courses which will help our 
young people to better their knowledge of the Church and her 
workings. 

The Annual Lenten Rally of the Long Island District Luther 
League was held at Freeport, on Sunday, March 26th, at 8 P. M. 
Our subject was “‘The Youth and Lent,’’ and was presented to us 
by one of our favorite speakers, Dr. Charles Trexler, of Grace 
Lutheran Church, Forest Hills. The musical interlude was filled with 
the voices of the Junior Choir of Christ Church, Floral Park. We 
wish you could have joined with us in our friendship circle. 

MARIE LEHMANN 


“Mist from Niagara Falls’ 


The 46th Annual New York State Luther League Convention 
is being held in Niagara Falls on May 27, 28, 29, 30, 1939. Western 
District, the convention host, is preparing a program, in anticipa- 
tion of this convention’s exceeding all previous gatherings ever held. 


The convention theme, ‘Glorious Power,’ is supported by a 
text drawn from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, first chapter, 
eighth verse: ‘But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come unto you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me.... 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.”’ The convention theme has 
been divided into three discussion groups, ‘Receiving Power,’ 
“Transforming Power’ and ‘‘Transmitting Power.” 


Hotel Niagara, -a modern fireproof hostelry, has been selected as 
convention headquarters, and Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church will 
be the convention Church. Rev. David Gaise, a former Luther Leaguer 
of Zion Church, and formerly a member of the State Executive 
Committee, has accepted the post of Convention Chaplain. He is 
now a pastor at Central Bridge, New York. 


The discussion groups will be under the direction of Rey. John 
Strodel and Dr. H. J. Pflum, both of Buffalo, and Rev. Arnold 
Keller of Utica. Under their capable leadership, these three dis- 
cussion groups should be outstanding in educational and inspira- 
tional benefits. 


At the Sunday Morning Communion Service, Rev. A. H. 
Schmoyer, of Niagara Falls, will deliver the address. This service 
will be followed by a special Luther League Sunday School. 


On Sunday afternoon an exceptional tour of the Niagara Fron: 
tier is offered the convention delegates and visitors. Leaving Hotel 
Niagara, the convention committee will arrange buses to transport 
the group on a beautiful tour along the Niagara Gorge, lower 
Rapids and lower Niagara River. Then we will visit Old Fort 
Niagara situated on Lake Ontario at the termination of the Niagara 
River. This tort has been accurately and painstakingiy restored 
with all its historical and educational significance. 

A crossing will be made over the Niagara River into Canada 
and the group will be met by a delegation of Canadian Leaguers. 
We will proceed to General Brock Park, located on a bluff over- 
looking the lower Niagara River and surrounding countryside. Con- 
tinuing along the Canadian shore line, we will finally enter Queen 
Victoria Park, which borders the Canadian Falls of the mighty 
cataracts. In the only restaurant in the park—one which commands 
a view of both the American and Canadian Falls—a meal will be 
served the Leaguers. Here we may eat and gaze upon the mighty 
cataracts simultaneously. 


After the dinner a twilight devotional will be held in the park, 
with Dr. C. Clausen, president of the Waterloo Seminary, Waterloo, 
Ontario, as guest speaker. As the devotional ends and dusk turns 
rapidly into night, the glorious spectacle of colored lights upon the 
falls will unfold before us. This will be one of the most inspiring 
moments of the convention. Shortly after 10:30 P. M., the group 
will return to the hotel from which it started. The committee has 
arranged this whole tour for a surprisingly low fee. 


Western District Luther League of New York State offers its 
sincere hospitality to each visitor and delegate and hopes it has 
pleased you with the convention program above. The convention 
committee is confident that this program has the appeal that should 
make this annual convention a proud milestone in its history. 


HAROLD E. KATTMAN, Convention Chairman 


Pinecrest Dunes 


The annual Pinecrest Dunes Leadership School will be conducted 
from Sunday, August 27th, through Labor Day, September 4th, at 
the Pinecrest Dunes Camp, Peconic, Long Island. The school is 
sponsored by the Luther Leagues of Brooklyn, Long Island, New 
York and Westchester districts plus the Connecticut State League. 
The young people’s department of the Women’s Missionary Societies 
of the Long Island, New York and New England conferences also 
participate. The camp site is ideal for a leadership program with 
scenic beauty and particularly for all types of recreational activity 
including both fresh and salt water bathing. 


The school is arranged for a five-day followed by a three-day 
period. This year the courses offered in the five-day period include: 
“Building a Total Youth Program,” by Rev. Arthur Getz: “Ways 
of Teaching,” by Rev. Russell W. Stine; ‘Guidance in Christian 


under the tutorship of 
Pastor of Epiphany Lutheran 


Leaguers; only 


Fage Sixteen 


Home-Making,’ by Dr. Luther Woodward ; and a course on a 
World Mission subject for which the instructor is being secured, 


For the three-day period the following courses are offered: ‘‘My 
Community and the Christian Idea,” by Dr. Clarence Krumbholz ; 
“A Brief Survey of the Old Testament,” by Rev. E. W. Hammer ; 
“Tow To Understand Our Pupils,’ by Rev. Russell W. Stine; 
“Youth at Worship—Symbolism,” by Rev. John Sjauken; and peRe- 
creational Leadership,” by Mr. Tom Ward. Rey. Franklin Schweiger 
will be in charge of the Music. Rev. Dorr Crounse and Rev. 
Luther F. Gerhart are the assistant director and director of the 
school. For information write the latter at 4714 Glenwood Street, 
Little Neck, L. E 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


All eyes on Long Beach and the ’39 Convention! Registrations 
have started to pour into Pre-Convention Headquarters at_1448 
Garfield Avenue, Glendale, California. The Southern California 
General Convention Committee has set a goal of 500 registrations 
from California alone and present enthusiasm indicates a strong pos- 
sibility of fulfilling this expectation. If delegations from all Leagues 
compare favorably with this number, we shall have a record attend- 
ance. 

Quarterly Convention 

Luther League interest is showing a healthy increase throughout 

the Southern District, especially among the Intermediates. 


On February 4, in spite of rainy weather, 85 Intermediates con- 
eregated at First Church, Glendale, for a_ District rally amd_ social. 
Two weeks later, on February 19, eighty Intermediates attended the 
February Quarterly District Intermediate Convention. Speakers for 
the occasion were Miss Elsie Schroeder and Mr. Leonard G. 
Kirkegaard, both from Hollywood Lutheran. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


In order to have the Intermediate Convention close to the 
scene of the Senior conclave, the First Methodist Episcopal Church 
of Los Angeles graciously opened its doors to the Intermediates. 
The Seniors, with an attendance of 183, held their sessions in St. 
Paul’s Lutheran, Los Angeles. The, St. Paul’s Leaguers served a 
delicious Buffet Supper for both Seniors and Intermediates. 

The total attendance of 263 is a favorable increase over the at- 
tendance at quarterly conventions in previous years, comparing more 
closely with former annual conventions. 

Speakers for the Senior Convention were Rev. Clifford B. Hol- 
and (St. Paul’s Lutheran, Santa Monica) who spoke on “Christ at 
the Crossroads,” and Dr. Robert Taylor (University of Southern 
California) who spoke on ‘‘The Cross at the Crossroads.” 


Wedding Bells 


Grace Esther Frey of Hollywood, and Virgil Chelson of River- 
side, were united in holy wedlock in Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasa- 
dena, on Tuesday, February 21, at 8:30 P. M. The candle-light. 
double-ring ceremony was performed by Rev. W. H. Derr (retired) 
of Pasadena, and. Rev. Dr. W. F. Poat of Riverside, Trinity. The 
large Pasadena Church was filled to overflowing with the many 
friends of this popular young couple. They will reside in Riverside. 


Mishap 


Elwyn Judd of Bethany, Los Angeles, seriously injured his 
knee on Saturday, February 18, while playing basketball in the Dis- 
trict inter-League tournament. Mr. Judd, a former president of the 
Southern California District, is well known in Lutheran work both 
in California and in the western United States. 


Don’t Forget—Long Beach, California—July 6-10 
GEORGE E. STEFFENS, Publicity Chairman 


Why We Should Read The Bible 


Are You a Member of the Pocket Testament League? 
Every Luther Leaguer Should Enroll! 


We should read the Bible because it is the Book 
of all books and it is the most precious collection of re- 
ligious experiences of the Hebrews and of the early 
Christians from the dawn of history to the end of the 
first Christian century. 


The fact that God gave the inspired writings to men 
in the language most familiar to the mass of people who 
received them, proves that He intended they should be 
read not by educated people alone, but by all the people 
and in their own spoken language. 


We are told in the time of Edward I (1250) it re- 
quired the earnings of a day laborer for fifteen years to 
purchase a manuscript copy of the entire Bible. Today, 
many of us possess several Bibles of our own which we 
appreciate for the concordance and for their beautiful 
bindings. How grateful we are for these treasures! 


To know and understand your Bible you should 
read it as you do a history or any of the classics, then 
you will be able to tell the story of the Creation; of 
Joseph and his brethren; of Moses and the prophets; of 
David’s bravery; of Abraham’s courage; while the beauti- 
ful story of Ruth will always prove a lesson in devotion. 

The book of Job has been called the faith inspiring 
book and will ever teach a lesson in patience and en- 
durance. Turn to the Fifth Chapter of Matthew and you 
will find the Beatitudes with their blessedness. While the 
sixth chapter of the same book has the Lord’s prayer 
and many great promises. 


How precious and sacred are the four Gospels, thus 
the Bible, God’s Word is our law and guide in all things. 
If we know the Bible truths, we will share them 
with others and we share our Bible when we live Chris- 
tian lives; we render service to others when we give 


them a Bible and ask them to read it daily. By reading 
our Bible we are approaching the purpose of its Author 
who created man in His own image. 


When we read the Bible we try to bear our own 
burdens and suffering patiently and we try to overcome 
all difficulties in a quiet Christian spirit. 


We try to help others live in a better way and we 
make our own lives pure by the constant study of God’s 
Word, and in this way help God’s plan in our lives. 


If we read our Bible regularly, we will not covet 
another’s possessions nor will we ever become discour- 
aged during illness or at a time of sorrow, and we will 
appreciate God’s plan for us through His Word. 


We cannot all be missionaries called to serve in 
foreign lands, but we may do our part sharing Bible 
experiences by using our talents and in this way, share 
our love and devotion, first to God, then to others. 

The entire Bible is the rule of faith to all Chris- 
tians and while the Old Testament was written mostly 
in Hebrew and was “the Bible of the Ancient Jewish 
Church,” it is still read and used as such, The New 
Testament is of great value unfolding the doctrines and 
history of our Divine Redeemer and His Holy Institu- 
tions. If you read your Bible daily, you will know your 
Bible and grow to love it as your greatest comfort, for 
just as the body needs food for physical strength, so the 


study of the Bible will supply thought for spiritual re- 
freshment. 


a “Study to show thyself approved unto God. Rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth.” (II Timothy 2:15) 


To overcome oppression 

And keep all doubts away, 
Just read your precious Bible, 
It is the better way. 


—Anna Seiben 


On Your Way to California 
Travel on The Luther League Special 


22nd Biennial Convention 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA JULY 6-10, 1939 


Convention Theme: ‘‘Christ In Times of Crisis’’ 


D] O = 
po a oe a put a red mark around these dates on your calendar, for we can promise you that 
‘ i a ere ee days in your experience. A number of unusual features combine to offer a 
inique holiday. Sessions will be held in Concert Hall of the new $3,000,000 Municipal Auditorium 


Pe, . Luther League Convention, wherever or whenever it is held, is a major attraction in itself 
a vel owship with hundreds of young people, the well planned programs that hold the attention 
and increase greater faith and service, the social events—all combine to make it worthwhile 
ee This year the convention will give Christian youth an opportunity to declare to the world 
that in the crisis, they will make no compromise with sin and evil; and, to hear testimony to their 
loyalty and devotion to Christ and His Church. an 
Addresses will be delivered on the following subjects: 


Thursday Evening—“Christ in Times of Crises.” 


Friday 


Evening—“Christ in the Present Crises.” 


Saturday Evening—“The Church in the World Today.” 


Sunday 


Evening—“Christ in Youth’s Crises.” 


Monday Evening—“My Life for Christ.” 


Each session will be opened with a half-hour period of “Quiet Moments” 
under the direction of the Chaplain of the convention 


The morning and afternoon sessions will be given over to business and the following conference sessions: 


Present Day Problems Facing Youth 


About God and being a Christian. 

Moral Problems. 

Social and. Economic Situations. 
Marriage and Divorce. 

Life Work and Other Personal Problems. 


SiS 


Luther League Leadership Problems 
Administration and Promotion. 
Better Educational Programs. 
Missionary Advance in the Luther League. 
Life Service—Developing a conscious discipleship. 
Intermediate Jeadership and Program. 


nite Ww Ne 


The Lutheran Choral Union of Southern California will honor us with their presence 
and a fine program of music at Vespers on Sunday 


REGISTRATION 


Note: Due to a change in plans, there is an error on 
the printed registration cards. All housing reservations 
(hotel and private home) will be made by the Southern 
California Housing Committee. If you desire hotel 
housing indicate your desire in the space following the 
first question (referring to “Private Home on the Harv- 
ard Plan”) under “Housing Information” on the Regis- 
tration Card. Give name of hotel preferred and type of 
reservation (including approximate rate as per list pub- 
lished in the Information Booklet.) The Hilton Hotel, 
one-half block from the Convention Auditorium, has 
been selected as the official hotel. Rates are $2.50 for 
singles (accommodations for two) and $5.00 for doubles 
(accommodations for four). This means a charge of 
$1.25 per person per night. All rooms private bath. 


Please register early. The registration fee of $1.50 
(for delegates and visitors alike) must accompany the 
Registration Card. Make checks, money orders, etc., 
payable to Mary Hanson, Registrar. Send Registration 
Card and $1.50 to “Registration Committee, 1448 East 
Garfield Ave., Glendale, California,” as soon as possible. 


WHAT TO WEAR AT LONG BEACH 

As national convention time draws nigh and packing 
preparations thrust themselves to the fore, one question 
looms largely among the myriad problems facing dele- 
gates headed for California—What clothes shall I take? 

The summer season will, of course, be in full swing 
at the time of the convention. Therefore, the usual sum 
mer clothes—light in both weight and color—will pre- 
dominate. Summer attire in Southern California, espe- 
cially at the beaches, is comfortably informal with open- 
collared shirts and white suits popular with the male 
population and light, gay frocks or slacks and open-col- 
lared shirts the feminine choice. 

WARNING 

However, the setting sun and cool ocean breezes 
combine to make the summer evenings a bit chilly in 
Long Beach. Thus it will be necessary for delegates to 
provide themselves with slightly warmer clothes for 
evening wear. This will be even more essential for those 
planning to participate in the post-convention tour to 
San Francisco and Seattle. Delegates. will want to bring 
bathing suits and old clothes for romping in the sand. 
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Meet the Indians and View the Wonders of Glacier National 
Park—Great Northern Railway 


POST-CONVENTION TRIP 
The post-convention trip will constitute 
the trip from Los Angeles to Chicago by way 
of San Francisco, Portland and Seattle as well 


as Glacier National Park for those who wish 
to take the additional trip for one day through 


the Park. This trip will also include stopovers 
to see the Fair at San Francisco and to spend 
several hours with the Luther Leaguers at 
Portland, Oregon, and a day with the Luther 
Leaguers at Seattle who are arranging a trip 
to Mt. Rainier. 


“Going to the Sun’’—Great Northern Railway 
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MORE ABOUT TRAN; 


(For itinerary and rates see the April issue of the ° 


Returning from Seattle, Washington, via Glacier 1} 
train, the “Empire Builder,’ which carries the very lates; 
cars and de luxe, reclining seat day-coaches, all cars being 


Seattle, Washington Great Northern - 


A cool night’s ride over the Cascade Mountains ut 
behind electric locomotives for over 70 miles. 


Spokane, Washington Great Northern 


Spokane, Washington Great Northern 


Amazing mountain scenery eastward to Glacier 
and beautiful lakes. 


Belton, Montana Great Northern 


Western gateway to Glacier National Park. Hd 
be getting short, we have to offer the finest one-day alle 
to be found anywhere. Overnight stop is made at Lake: 
ride next day over the Continental Divide via Logan E 
in absolute comfort and safety via Lake St. Mary ar 
Glacier Park Hotel for luncheon. An afternoon’s motor 
names to conjure with—and the novelty of a launch ride 
by massive peaks. Cost of this splendid trip, $17.00, 11 
meals. A 2-day tour for $28.24, or 3-day tour for $42! 
time is desired in Glacier. 


Great Northern 


St. Paul, Minnesota Great Northern -~ 


Here a most convenient connection is afforded f 
Kansas City and other points south. The majority will » 
Chicago on through cars as follows, though there may, 
to stop over in the Twin Cities taking the splendid Bu 
or Milwaukee’s “Hiawatha” daylight service to Chicago 


GN-Burlington R 


Glacier Park 


St. Paul, Minnesota 

Chicago (Union Sta.) 

Eastern Lines 
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Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to C 


‘ Delegates and visitors traveling to the Conventio 
Cumberland, Pittsburgh, etc., can use the B. & O. Raili 
following is the schedule to connect with the Luther Lé 


. Eastern Points 
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“Ly. Kansas City 1 Somers 

6th Ar. Los Angeles 1205554 


New York Central to Chicago ar 


We recommend that the people living in the vicin 
Rochester and Buffalo, N. Y., use the New York Central to Cl 
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The Wondrous Grand Canyon of Arizona 


Santa Fe Railway 


OPTIONAL RETURN ROUTES FROM LONG BEACH 


GREAT NORTHERN RAILROAD 
Great Northern Railroad via St. Paul, which’ affords opportunity to stop off at 
Glacier National Park, Montana. 
NORTHERN PACIFIC OR MILWAUKEE ROAD 
Northern Pacific or Milwaukee Road, via St. Paul, which affords opportunity to 
stop off at Yellowstone National Park. 


CANADIAN PACIFIC 
Canadian Pacific Steamer to Victoria and Vancouver, thence through Canadian 
Rockies with opportunity to stop off at Lake Louise and Banff. $5.00 additional charge in 
connection with Canadian Rockies Routes. 


MISSOURI PACIFIC 
Missouri Pacific from San Francisco by way of Salt Lake City through Royal 
Gorge to St. Louis by way of Missouri Pacific Connecting Lines. 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
Séuthern Pacific from San Francisco over the High Sierras, via American River 
Canyon and across the Great Salt Lake by Southern Pacific Lines; from Los Angeles 
(for those who do*not care to go to San Francisco) can return by way of the Southern 
route through Arizona, New Mexico and Texas. 


me, M.- (EST) SANTA FE ' 
m5 P M Santa Fe from Los Angeles to Chicago by way of the same route which we 
: re traveled to the Convention. 
43 P. M. UNION PACIFIC AND WABASH 
oo) Po M. Affording opportunity to visit Yellowstone and Colorado with connections at 
24 A M Omaha with C. & N. W. to Chicago or Wabash to St. Louis. 
314 A. M. Mt. Shasta—14,161 feet—Southern Pacific Railroad 
236. A. M. 
moo 2. MM. 
COACH RATES 
to and from Convention 
There have been a few inquiries re- 
garding coach rates to and from the con- 
vention. The coach rate from Chicago to the 
West Coast and return including Grand 
wal Canyon trip, will be $68.00 


ny, Syracuse, 
inect with our 
July 2nd, at 


Coaches will be placed on the Luther 
League Special leaving Chicago, 10:15 piv 
July 2nd, on the Santa Fe.Railroad. 


SOME FACTS ABOUT 
LONG BEACH 


Long Beach has not been neglected in the realm 
of parish and public education. The school system is an 
integral part of the Los Angeles county system, pro- 
nounced by experts to be one of the very best in use 
anywhere. The teaching personnel is of the most de- 
sirable type—high in integrity, learning and ability. 
Long Beach’s educational system ranks as one of the 
foremost in the United States, not only in the high 
standards of teaching that have been maintained for 
many years, but in the modernity and accommodations 
offered by the public school plants which house the city’s 
class-going population of approximately 35,000 children 
and adults. In 1897 the first class was graduated from 
the Long Beach High School. It was a class of one 
pupil! In 1937 the senior high school graduating classes 
exceeded 1500 students. There are now 64 institutions 
of learning in Long Beach, including 42 public schools, 
2 parochial schools and 20 private schools. The public 
school system includes one junior college, 6 senior high 
schools (including one at Avalon, Santa Catalina 
Island), 8 junior high schools and 27 elementary schools. 
The city conducts a large vocation school as part of the 
public schools system where trades, manual arts and 
various crafts may be studied, including some engineer- 
ing and technological subjects. 


There are approximately 100 houses of worship in 
Long Beach. Seven are Catholic Churches and the rest 
are Protestant, Jewish or non-denominational. Total 
value of Long Beach Church property today is approxi- 
mately $4,200,000. Long Beach is the home of the world’s 
largest men’s Bible class. The class has an enrollment 
of 3,000 with an average attendance at its Sunday morn- 
ing meetings in the Municipal Auditorium exceeding 
2,000. Broadcasting of the weekly meetings has opened 
the door of membership to many listeners-in. Through 
a special concession, listeners-in may become members 
of the class by filling out and returning cards which may 
be obtained upon application by mail. More than 3,000 
residents in all parts of North America are listed as as- 
sociate members of the class. The great scope of the 
class and its widespread influence are seen in the fact 
that an estimated 100,000 listeners-in enjoy the meetings 
as they are broadcast each Sunday morning over 
KGER (Long Beach). 


Total Church membership in Long Beach is 51,291. 
Long Beach has maintained from its earliest history its 


‘e will lunch at the Alvarado Hotel during stop-over in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico—Santa Fe Railway 


The Luther Leaguers at Seattle are preparing a trip 
for us to Mt. Rainier 


identity as the city of beautiful Churches. Although the 
Lutheran Church was rather slow to establish itself in 
Long Beach, as in most cities of the western United 
States, Lutheranism is now one of the strong factors 
in the religious life of the populace. There are five 
Lutheran Churches in the city, representing the various 
Synodical groups. 


Approximately 200 service clubs, lodges and a varie- 
ty of other organizations cooperate in maintaining one 
of the country’s most active, effective and beneficial civic 
programs, These organizations include practically all 
national and international service clubs; many breakfast 
and supper clubs; Masonry and allied orders; as well 
as many other lodges with national and international 
affiliations; Women’s Clubs and smaller women’s or- 
ganizations; musical groups; art groups; ‘All States 
Society” (sponsoring annual gatherings of former resi- 
dents of the various States and some foreign countries): 
Y. W. C. A. and Y. M. C. A.; War Veterans; American 
Legion Posts; and the Pacific Coast Club. 


Long Beach wants you, and you to relax in the 
Christian environment of this well-regulated, well- 
Churched metropolis—July 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, 1939. 


GEORGE E. STEFFENS 


Chairman, Interstate Publicit 
Southern California General Convention 
Committee 
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You will see the Indian Villages on our trip to 
Los Angeles—Santa Fe Railway 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


CAMP NAWAKWA 

Do you enjoy God’s Great Out-of-Doors? Do you 
enjoy swimming, sports, life-saving, first-aid, dramatics, 
tennis, council circle, ceremonials, treasure hunts, arch- 
ery, leather craft, silver craft, stunts, camp songs, cabin 
parties, scavenger hunts, hiking, orchestra, story-telling, 
badminton, shuffle board, baseball, volley ball, etc.? Do 
you believe that boys and girls learn to do by doing 
rather than being talked at? If so, come to Nawakwa, 
the Lutheran Leadership Training’ Camp, up in the 
South Mountains, thirteen miles from Gettysburg. Here 
you will learn to be a genuine Christian leader in the 
Church, community and home. 


Nawakwa’s Aim 
To discover leadership. 
To train leadership. 
To link leadership to the Church. 


In order to accomplish this aim Nawakwa’s students 
are trained in living the Jesus way, not only in talking 
about it. They are taught that an efficient consecrated 
leader in the Church must have a well-balanced Chris- 
tian personality, developed physically, mentally, socially, 
and’ spiritually. It is impressed upon campers’ minds 
that they themselves must live on the plane to which 
they expect to bring others, and that they must experi- 
ence the same ideals and standards in their lives that 
they expect to inculcate in the lives of the ones they 
are leading. So it is obvious that the curriculum in the 
Camps at Nawakwa is a course or courses in living the 
Jesus Way in the fullest and richest meaning of the 
term. 

Instruction 

In order that a student is developed in every side of 
his life to perform well every practical duty experienced 
in Church life, he receives in addition to the hobbies, in- 
terests, and needs mentioned above, some very definite 
instruction in class room courses such as Worship, 
Church History, Bible, Missions, Guidance, Psychology, 
Methods, Materials, Administration, Story-telling, Visual 
Education, Practice Teaching, and Dramatics for all the 
various age groups and in all the departments of our 
Church schools and congregational programs. The in- 
struction in these courses is of a fine quality and the 
standard to which students are held is high and gratify- 
ing to both students and faculty. 


Religious Experiences 

As has been suggested, religion at Camp Nawakwa 
is lived and really experienced. It is developed and mani- 
fested on the baseball diamond and in the swimming 
pool by the manner in which young people exercise self- 
control, cooperation, the spirit of good sportsmanship 
and fair play, and finally by the way they determine to 
build a strong, healthy body fit for the temple of God 
and prepared to do the Master’s work in the finest and 
best way. 

In a more definite way, however, the religious expe- 
riences in the camp are provided for. Judging from the 
way students sing the camp songs and talk about the 
good times in the cabins and at the games, one would 
suppose that there was little real religion experienced 
at Nawakwa. But when you say to a camper, “What im- 
pressed you most at camp?” the answer comes back, 
“The Hillside Service,” or sometimes, “The Morning 
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The Pool at Camp Nawakwa 


Watch.” If you ask “What helped you in developing an 
attitude of cooperation and loyalty?” the reply is, “Cabin 
devotions where each night before going to bed, our 
cabin group discussed and prayed about the problems of 
the day and sought God’s guidance in living the coming 
day in a better way than ever before.” There are usual- 
ly three ceremonials around the council fire throughout 
the average camp period that provide a very high re- 
ligious experience for campers. Then too, there are on 
Sunday the Church School, with all its departments and 
a formal Church Service with a choir, a processional 
and recessional, and always a very good sermon, All of 
these religious activities and experiences are planned to 
meet the specific need of the various age groups and in- 
terest groups. 
1939 Camp Dates 


Junior Boys 


Riorehavel stonsierepeteneral accictra 19-26 
Intermediate Boys 19-26 
Jasior AGrItS etree here Siheten nee 26-July 3 
ntermediate Girls g g June 26-July 3 
Intermediate Girls (2nd Camp) Ages 12-14......... July 3-10 
SHO ISON Sacoognongannone sc Ages SEZs cclersisiersrn< July 11-24 
Senior Girlsaeeertevdoc cee rene Mees 1520s. tte a ete July 25-Aug. 7 


Young People and Leadership ..Ages 18 and over...August 14-26 
Laboratory School where Practice Teaching is car. 

ried on in Beginners, Primary, Junior and Inter- 

Inediates \WiOrlkee vrtcate este sacle wielvlete sles Seieror'd August 14-26 
Church Workers iseminare cme ssmin erence eine cot August 14-26 


Med ateterteietarete eickers August 14-26 


Where and How to Register 
For further information and literature inquire from 
the Parish and Church School Board, 13th and Spruce 
Streets, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. Marshall Brenneman, 
Associate Director, Mechanicsburg, Pa., or Miss LaVene 
Grove, Director, 2420 N. Sixth Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 


Safety 


Fear not, sweet robins, to build your nest, 
In the tree-top beside our Flat; 

Mate and brood and sing at your best, 
For our Bessie has belled the cat. 


On Relief 


I’m glad my Pop is not a cop, 
With a detective star: 

*Cause he would squint my finger print 
On Grandma’s cookie jar. 


Awe Full 


The bloodiest crime on record 

As committed each day with a hammer} 
As reckless, ruthless Americans, 

Murder their English grammar. 


Ouch 


If to eata da meat you must krakka da nut, 
Na, na, da is not verra sad! 

But, to missa da nut—n—krakka da thumb, 
Ma fren, da is justa too bad! 
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CALLING A MISSIONARY 2@y Anna Sieben) 


When Jesus calls us to be missionaries, He calls 
us to follow, to serve, to imitate, to heal, to help over- 
come difficulties and to lead. And in the same invitation 
He sends us forth to win others for Him. 

He offers the only sure way which will bring 
blessed happiness. When we are friends with Jesus we 
have His promise that if we keep His commandments 
we shall abide in His love. 

We are Christ’s friends if we do whatsoever He 
commands. Christ did keep God’s Commandments and 


we too must define our religion in this way. 


When Christ calls we must be able to come to 
Him and when He sends us to teach all nations, we 
must be prepared and willing to go where He sends 
us to be of service. 

There is only one answer to the call of Christ and 
that is: “Lord what wilt Thou have me to do?” 


@ 
Senior—Intermediate Topics 


Blessed indeed are we if we find our calling sure 
in Christ. I Timothy 4:4. “For every creature of God 
is good.” And let no one despise the youth which are 
an example of believers in word, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith and purity. 

Ve must never neglect the gifts which God has 
given to us and may we all serve in the most proficient 
when “Jesus calls us o’er the tumult”. And 
sing to the same tune— 


manner, 
perhaps 


Heed the call all Luther Leaguers 
Gathered here to sing and pray, 
Heed the call to Christian service, 
Follow now and lead the way. 


It is the call of Christ the Saviour, 
For His children who are dear, 

To proclaim the gospel message, 

To all nations far and near. 


Ii we serve Him with true purpose, 
We are sure to conquer sin, 


Let each Leaguer do the utmost, 
To redeem the world and win. 


® 
The Children of the Church 


SUNIOR STORIES 


Life Service Day 


May 7, 1939 
Life Service Day 


PROVING MYSELF WORTHY IN 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Matthew 10:37-39 


(Alfred J. Beil, Life Service Secretary, The Luther 
League of America, Topeka, Kansas) 


Program 


Prelude 

Hymn: ‘“‘O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” (P. S. H. 288) 

Psalm 116 (A Psalm of Consecration) 

Introduce the Topic: (Keep in mind creatin 
program of the Life Service Department. 

Read the Scripture: Matthew 10:37-39 (Since the reference only 
covers three statements, re-read, adding a word of explanation.) 

Prayer: Blessed Lord Jesus, Who art ever teaching us by Thy holy 
example that we are not living for ourselves alone: Help us to 
find the joy and fullness of right living in serving Thee in 
others, in finding and cheerfully doing our daily tasks, in help- 
ing those who need, in bringing Thee to those who know Thee 
not. Amen. 

Hymn: “Jesus Master Whose I Am” (P. S. H. 284) 

Presentation of the Topic: (Use the Life Service way of enlisting 
the help of all the Leaguers who may be responsive) 

Special Number 

Discussion: (Keep the discussion open, encouraging participation. 
Summarize the conclusion, re-stating some of the best ideas.) 

Offering: (Suggest how our offering is a measure of Life Service) 

Report on a Life Service Project: Offer a resolution covering some 
prearranged decision to undertake a given project. Before clos- 
ing the service direct the group enthusiasm toward some worthy 
work waiting for the Leaguers’ energy and support. 

Hymn: ‘Thy Life Was Given For Me” (P. S. H. 68) 

Sentence Prayers: (Personal commitment for undertaking individual 
and group tasks listed in the service program of the Church) 


interest in the entire 


Poems 
SERVE WHERE YOU ARE 


That noble future you so fondly dreamed; 

That service which on life’s horizon gleamed; 

That influence far-reaching in its scope; 

That great success in which you set your hope. 

And now the door is closed, the gate is barred? 

What then? Repinings? Bitterness? A heart grown hard? 
Nay! Nay! Serve where you are. 


Quotations 


“Life Service is stewardship for God. Every Christian is obli- 
gated to give himself—talents, energies, life—and all he has to a life 
of unselfish service to God and fellow men.”—J. E, Crawford, in 
“The Stewardship Life.” 


The Church of the Word 


National Lutheran Council 


“Christian life service is a life lovingly dedicated’ to the ac- 
complishment of God’s will; it is the stewardship of the whole of 
personality and possessions.’ (p.73) “Stewardship is service re- 
garded not as an avocation but as the main business of life.” (p.76)— 
R. S. Cushman, in “‘The Message of Stewardship.” 


And as ycu share your best with others, lo, 
Slowly above your leaden rim will glow 
A nobler future than you dared to dream, 
A service broader than youth’s fondest gleam, 
An influence heaven reaching in its scope, 
Success more brilliant than your fondest hope. 
O heart! Serve where you are. 
—Young People 


“Me-seems it renders God great joy to see 

Hands stirring after His creatively, 

Yea, that He left a part undone 

That we might finish that by Him begun. 

And help Him with our efforts to erect 

His house, as masons help an architect. 

If this be true, that He of us hath need, 

O then are we the sons of God indeed.” 

—Author Unknown 
“\ 


Bible Readings 


_ (Present scripture passages with the purpose of offering inspira- 
tion from the Bible for extending the cause of Life Service.) 


W—Worthy to be a guest? Matthew 22:8. Many people in the par- 
able failed to see the Kingdom as a wedding feast. “Glad to 
Serve” is the starting point and motto of acceptable service. 


O —Owe only love—Romans 13:8. An _ appreciation that we are in- 
debted to God gives a dynamic motive putting us to work in the 
service of extending Christ’s blessings to our fellows. 


R—Renunciation promises a one hundred fold increase—Matthew 
10:29, Wealth has always been a great attraction to the ad- 
venture seekers. For the Christian the greatest adventure and 
riches lie hidden in this Scriptural promise. 


T —Treasures deposited in security—Mark 10:21. The rich young 
ruler’s Life Service program failed at two points. He tried to 
serve God and mammon. Second, all his possessions were treas- 
ured on the earth. It isn’t even good business judgment to 
have all your possessions in one investment. The Christian 
puilds his life on experience in two worlds, this one and the 
next. 


H —Honor offered from God—John 12:26. Social psychologists tel? 
us that much of our personal energy is expended in securing 
honor amd recognition. However, the best honor this world 
can offer is only a vote of confidence. The honor offered by our 
Heavenly Father to those who serve Christ is challenging to our 
interest and imagination. 


Y —Yielding first place to God—Matthew 6:33. The remorse of old 
age, failure during a period of financial crisis, and many other 
human tragedies, include the confession and sorrow that the 


Christian failed to put first things first. The Life Servi 
is putting first the Kingdom of God. sd 
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Additional Poem References 
Bie pace an Dyke eT 
“Service,” by eae oe 
Christ Worthy 

Many people of the world, including our present 
day youth, are investing a life of time, talent, and energy 
in industries, positions of leadership, and in vocations 
which have a sorry beginning, and sometimes a ques- 
tionable record of honor. How different the relation of 
the Christian to Christ, the Head of the Church. In 
Him is honor and glory and a world without end. Some- 
times Leaguers are confronted with the need of apolo- 
gizing for themselves and their fellows, but they never 
have to offer apologies or excuses for their Christ. He 
has proven Himself worthy of our devotion and service. 
No loyalty or investment in life is as well founded as 
that based upon Christ and service rendered in the cause 
of extending His blessings to others. 


Life Service Rules 

Because we are athletically minded in today’s world, 
authors like Dr. Henry C. Link in his book, “The Re- 
discovery of Man,” points out that we should play the 
game of life according to the rules. He warns against 
the over-indulgence of the present day educational prin- 
ciple of self-expression, “No one would expect to play 
on a football or basketball team according to his own 
individual ideas,’ Mr. Link explains. As people accept 
the rules of athletic events, so they should accept the best 
rules for living life without hesitation or delay. The 
Ten Commandments with Jesus’ interpretation consti- 
tute the rules for serving the Life Service way. The 
Bible verses selected for this lesson set forth additional 
important rules. The Scriptural rules of life have not 
failed. They have scarcely been tried by a minority in 
Christian America. These principles are waiting for a 
fair trial from you. 


Originality and Adventure 

Life remains drab*for many. A new day is just 
another day at work, at play, and on Sunday at worship 
in the Church service. So little is vital, colorful and 
dramatic in individual lives, that many people look out 
on a world of life and action seeming to them to have no 
purpose or destiny. The most lifeless Luther League and 
Leaguer is the one that exists in flesh and blood, but 
not in vital dynamic Christian soul action. No Leaguer 
has proved himself worthy of the Life Service ideal who 
renders manual service in the work of the Church in 
the spirit of fatigue, or leads a devotional service with 
the neutralizing effects of spiritual inertia. The congre- 
gation and Luther League program of service is waiting 
to be made colorful and attractive with your originality 
and spirit of adventure. 


Questions 
1. Proving myself worthy in the teaching of the 
Word. (Work in the Church School.) 
2. Proving myself worthy in living expression of 
the Word. (In Luther League and youth activity pro- 


gram.) 
3. Proving myself worthy through the word of 


praise and song. (Membership in the choir.) 
4. Proving myself worthy in witness of the Word. 
(Personal evangelism.) 
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5. Proving myself worthy to be called by the 
Word. (Full time service in the ministry, in missions, 
or in the diaconate.) 

6. Proving myself worthy in support of the preached 
Word. (My support of my pastor and my Church.) 

8. Proving myself worthy as a Christian in home 
and family life. 

8. Proving myself worthy as a Christian citizen in 
local, state, national and world-wide present day situa- 
tions. 


Further Reading 


Sverre Norborg: “God-Controlled Lives” 
S. D. Daugherty: ‘Soul Winning”’ 

W. H. Greever: ‘The Work of the Lord” 
N. M. Yivisaker: ““No Other Way” 


E. Stanley Jones: ‘Victorious Living” 


May 14, 1939 
Fifth Sunday after Easter 


THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
Acts 2:44 47 
(Rev. H. Oscar Schlessman, Jr., Spring (Giisia, 122) 


Suggested Program 


Piano Prelude 

Hymn: ‘“‘Christ, Thou Art the Sure Foundation” —P. S. H. 174 

Scripture: Acts 2 :44-47 

Prayer: “Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with Thy most 
gracious favor, and further us with Thy.continual help; that in 
all our works begun, continued, and ended in Thee, we may 
glorify Thy holy name; and finally, by Thy mercy, obtain ever- 
lasting life; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

Bible Verses 

Hymn: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Wiord?—P> su He vat 

Introduction to Topic 

Hymn: “Lord, Thy Word Abideth’—P. S. H. 119 (stanzas 1, 6) 

“After Pentecost” 

Hymn: ‘Thy Word Is Like a Garden, Lord” 
pS) i. 123) Gtanzas 1,2; 3) 

“Continuing In the Apostles’ Teaching” 

Hymn: ‘May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill’ 
15, Si, Beil (Gina) 3) 

“Fellowship With Christians” 

Hymn: ‘Nearer, My God, To Thee! Through Word” 

P, S..H. 217 (stanzas 1, 6) 


’ 


“The Breaking of Bread’ 

Hymn: ‘Sweet Hour of Prayer’—P. S. H. 239 

“Prayer” 

Offering and Hymn: “‘O Saviour, Precious Saviour”—P. S. H. 269 

Prayer: “Bring to naught, O Christ, the schisms of heresy, which 
seek to subvert Thy truth; that, as Thou art acknowledged in 
heaven and in earth as one and the same Lord, so Thy people 
gathered from all nations, may serve Thee in unity of faith; 
Who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
ever One God, world without end. Amen.” 

The Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 


Bible Verses 


uke 2:52. ‘‘This is the only passage of Scripture which deals 
with the life of Jesus from the age of twelve (when His parents 
returned to Nazareth from the, Temple in Jerusalem) to the age of 
30 (when He began His ministry). But it tells us that He de- 
veloped educationally, physically, socially and spiritually. Jestis pro- 
eressed! Dare we_ stand still? The Christian Community is de- 
pendent in the individuals which comprise that community. vihe 
progress of the individuals means the progress of the community.” 

Acts 11:24. ‘Will people be able to say of us as they said of 
Barnabas, ‘he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of 
faith,’ and really mean it? It is by means of men like Barnabas that 
the Christian Community can progress.” : : 

Acts 20:7 ‘Here was a Christian Congregation which did not 
consider a sermon too long when it lasted more than twenty min- 
utes! Exhortation and instruction are a constant mecessity in build- 
ing a Christian Community. We are all inclined to slip occasionally 
and need to be constantly exhorted to better living. Novices in the 
Christian Life need instruction in that Life. Pastors and Congrega- 
tions should realize that this is one of the primary purposes of the 
sermon.” . 4 

Acts 4:32-34. “When people have the love of Christ in their 
hearts they are not willing to see others in want, consequently they 
share their earthly possessions and are recompensed in spirit for what 
they might have lost materially.” ry 

cts 1:14. ‘There cam never be a successful Christian or a suc- 
cessful Christian Community without prayer. Prayer is the conversa- 
tion of the believing heart with God.” 

Acts 5:42. ‘‘One of the most glaring weaknesses of the Pro- 
testant Church of the Twentieth Century is its surrender of daily 
services. The State has taken education out of the realm of the 
family and is succeeding with its task. The Protestant Church has 
shifted daily worship to the home—and what has happened? Families 
with daily devotions are oddities today—and try to find a Protestant 
Church open for daily prayer and meditation, to say nothing of daily 
worship !”’ 

hee 4:33. “If we are to have a Christian Community, we must 
have Christians who are witnessing through word and deed to the 
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power o: the Christ. Mere Church membership is not enough. Our 
Church rolls are padded with ‘joiners’ but the list of our really active 
members is much smaller. Our religion must start in the heart, 
but it must not end there! It must go out into life!” 
Introduction to Topic 

Dr. John Aberly, writing “The Acts” in the New 
Testament Commentary, by Dr. H. C. Alleman, says, 
“The book of The Acts is the only authentic record 
which we possess of the first thirty-five years of the 
history of the Christian Church. Except for a few 
meagre hints which are given in some of the Pauline 
Epistles, The Acts is absolutely the only first-century 
authority we have for the momentous events. which fol- 
lowed the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus Christ.” 


Modern scholars apply tests of great stringency to 
ancient historical writings which profess to embody the 
evidence of eye-witnesses or contemporaries. These tests 
have been applied with great and increasing rigor during 
the last half-century to the remains of Christian an- 
tiquity, especially to those of a narrative character, like 
Acts. Tried by these tests, the various apocryphal Acts, 
like the Acts of Andrew, the Acts of John, the Acts of 
Paul, the Acts of Peter, the Acts of Thomas, the Acts 
of Paul and Thecla, and the Preaching of Peter, have 
been demonstrated to be forgeries. But the canonical 
Acts of the Apostles has emerged from the ordeal with 
its reputation established. 


The book called “The Acts of the Apostles,” in the 
King James’ Version, has also from very early times 
been designated simply as “The Acts.” This is in. re- 
ality the more appropriate title, since the book does not 
pretend to give an account of the labors of all the 
Apostles, nor does it confine itself to those who belonged 
to the Apostolic group, but includes large portions of 
space given to narrations about Stephen, Philip and 
Barnabas, who were not Apostles of our Lord. 


It has been suggested that “The Acts of the Holy 
Spirit” would be the most suitable name for the book. 
While the selection of the materials which compose the 
earlier portions of The Acts does not show on the sur- 
face a unified purpose, yet there is one thread that runs 
through the entire book and that is the spread of the 
Gospel beginning at Jerusalem but moving across geo- 
graphical, and, what is more difficult, across cultural and 
racial boundaries until it reaches the very heart of the 
Roman Empire, Rome itself. Whatever would shed 
light on this great movement was material for Luke’s 
history. It is because of this that Luke was not pri- 
marily interested in individuals, for they pass off the 
stage as abruptly as they make their first appearance. 
It is as an account of the Christian movement in apostol- 
ic times that Acts has been best understood, 


After Pentecost 

After the sermon by Peter on the Day of Pentecost, 
when three thousand souls were added to the Church, 
there followed a period of consolidation, growth and 
fellowship, Our Scripture lesson, Acts 2:44-47, reveals 
the four essentials of the Christian life as that Life ex- 
emplified itself in the Christian Community. Here we 
have a clear account of the Christian Community of the 
early Apostolic Church. Such a group had power, for 
“wonders and signs were done among the apostles!” 
Men’s selfishness was cast out and they sold their pos- 
sessions and goods and parted them to all, according as 
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there was need. Someone has said that when a man’s 
pocket-book is converted then his heart is really con- 
verted, 

If this is true, then the members of this early Chris- 
tian Community certainly had been “born again.” How 
often have we heard people brag about their Church 
affiliations, only to find that their support was all out of 
proportion to their income. Jesus once said, “Where your 
treasure is there will your heart be also,” and it is not 
doing violence for us to remark, “Where your heart is 
there will your treasure be also.” It was said of these 
early Christians, “Behold how they love one another.” 
Yes, loved one another to the point of sharing with one 
another; the rich with the poor and the poor with the 
poorer, and it’s not very likely that there were many, if 
any, rich among that community of believers. This 
spirit of sharing originated among the “haves.” In 
more modern times we have had examples of sharing 
which too often originated with the “have nots.” That is 
the difference between the early Christian form of a 
common life and the more modern form of Communism. 
The former has the sweet odor of love, charity and un- 
selfishness; the latter reeks with the stench of anger, 
greed and covetousness. 


Continuing in the Apostles’ Teaching 

The first essential of the Christian Life as exempli- 
fied by the first Christian Community was its continuing 
in the teaching of the Apostles. The distinguishing mark 
of the Church of Christ has ever been its insistence upon 
the Word of God as the norm and standard of faith and 
practice, because in the Word is contained all that is 
necessary for man’s salvation and behaviour. That Word 
points to Christ—the Son of God, the Sacrifice for sin, 
accepted by God the Father. Through the words of our 
Lord Himself we are shown the life we are to live, and 
those words are underscored by the life that He lived. 

When we read the Old Testament in the light of the 
New Testament and the New Testament in the light of 
the Old Testament we see runrfing through the entire 
Word of God the Gospel of Salvation through Christ 
Jesus. The first Christian Community continued in the 
doctrines which the Saviour taught and in the normal 
and ethical standards which He exemplified. The Church 
of the twentieth century and the centuries to follow must 
do the same if it is to be a part of that which Christ re- 
ferred to as. His “bride.” Sometimes it is necessary to 
distinguish between what our Lord taught and what 
man has been teaching, but fortunately this will not be 
difficult if we return to the Word of God as our norm 
and standard. 


Fellowship with Christians 

Christianity is a sociable religion—a religion of con- 
tact. This is the second essential of the Christian life 
and community, We must make contacts—with be- 
lievers and with unbelievers. Jesus spent many happy 
hours with those who were His friends and who be- 
lieved on Him. But He was in no sense a “separatist,” 
else in no wise would He have been able to do the work 
of His Father. He associated with publicans and sinners 
and this point was played upon by the Scribes and Phar- 
isees in order to discredit Him. 

But Jesus had a message for the “down and out” and 
the only way that that message could be gotten across 
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was by personal contact. We have the same message for 
the same type of people; therefore, we cannot separate 
ourselves from the world and still do the will of God. 
But in our contacts with the unsaved we must leave our 
mark on them without soiling our souls with their sins. 
But the life of the early Church was not confined to as- 
sociating with only the unsaved. They spent time in 
fellowship with fellow believers and this contact 
strengthened their faith and gave them courage to with- 
stand the persecutions that all too quickly came their 
way. 

While it may be true that “misery loves company,” 
it is no less true that happiness loves company also! 
And the history of civilization proves that like-minded- 
ness forms a social bond or fellowship, and the success 
of any movement depends upon the fellowship of those 
who believe in the purposes of that movement. 


Life itself is a fellowship. The person who always 
wants to be alone is more or less correctly looked upon 
as not only unsocial but perhaps somewhat mentally de- 
ficient. This early Christian Community believed heart 
and soul in the Gospel and they wanted to share that 
joy with fellow believers and spread it to the far ends 
of the earth. You may not realize it, but your religion 
would soon die in your breast if it were not for the 
fellowship connected with it. It is because of starved 
fellowship that people are not active in their local con- 
gregations. 


When we stay away from the fellowship of Chris- 
tian worship for one Sunday, it is easy to stay away the 
second Sunday and easier to stay away the third Sun- 
day until after a while our bond of fellowship is trans- 
ferred from the Church to some other agency. These 
Christians of Apostolic times received strength through 
fellowship. So do we. 


The Breaking of Bread 

The third mark of the early Church was its fre- 
quent celebration of the Holy Communion. From ancient 
writings we are led to believe that the Agape and the 
Eucharist were celebrated weekly. In the Agape the 
Christians ate a common meal in fellowship with one 
another. In the Eucharist they partook of the body 
and blood of their Lord and had a mystical fellowship 
with Him. What a complete cycle of fellowship! What 
a real Christian Community! What a difference today! 
Church suppers, not for fellowship, but to raise money 
in competition with restaurants and four Communions a 
year! Is it any wonder that our Church leaders are 
alarmed with conditions in the Church at large? And 
well they may be. But conditions will never be any 
better until we stop endeavoring to solve the riddle by 
starting at the wrong end of the puzzle! Our people 
have “sermonic dispepsia” and suffer from “Eucharistic 
anemia,” but in order to cure the disease we administer 
large doses of “movements” and “programs.” The early 
Church thrived wonderfully on the Word and the Sacra- 
ment. The present day Church might do well to admin- 
ister that first century “diet.” 


Prayer 
The fourth mark of the Christian Community we 
have been speaking about was its constant resort to 
Prayer. They had prayer in their fellowship, prayer in 
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their worship, private prayer, corporate prayer. It may 
be said that theirs was a Prayer Life. They even went 
up into the Temple to pray on weekdays! They prayed 
with a certain degree of regularity. This procedure they 
received from their Jewish religion and carried it over 
into Christianity. 

Well, truth is truth no matter where you find it. 
And prayer was a truth which they found in Judaism so 
it is no wonder that it was to be found and practiced in 
Christianity. They had a very good example in Jesus 
Himself, Who, though He was the Son of God, often 
would resort to prayer, either by Himself in a desert 
place, or with His disciples, or in the presence of multi- 
tudes who came to hear His message, or even in the 
Temple itself. Our day and age is one which often scoffs 
at prayer, yet Christians of all times have received 
strength to carry on in the face of almost utter defeat 
by means of prayer, for prayer is the conversation of the 
believing heart with God, and “one with God is a 
majority.” 

Perhaps a more frequent resort to prayer and then 
allowing God to speak to us in a “still small voice,” 
would do much to solve the weighty problems which 
confront civilizaticn today. When we take our problems 
to the Lord in prayer it seems that He lifts them from 
our shoulders and puts them on His own. That was 
what the first Christian Community found to be true and 
that is what present-day praying Christians testify. Jesus 
prayed most fervently in Gethsemane. 

With too many of us prayer is relegated to five min- 
utes’ worth each Sunday morning. We enjoy talking to 
our friends but to talk to God seems to be too much 
trouble. Yet it was prayer that closed the lions’ mouths 
when Daniel was in their den. It was prayer that healed 
the sick and raised the dead in Jesus’ time and it was 
prayer that opened the prison gates for Peter and Paul. 
There’s power in Prayer. The early Church found that 
out. May we of the twentieth century have the same 
experience! 

1. How can I be a better Christian? 

2. How can I help my family to be a better Chris- 
tian family? 

3. What spiritual improvements are needed in this 
Congregation? 

4. What is a present-day “Christian Community?” 

5. How can I help my community to be more 
Christian? 

6. What is this Congregation doing for the spirit- 
ual uplifting of this community? 

7. Can a wealthy man be a true follower of Jesus? 

8. Is poverty necessarily a Christian virtue? 

9. Do any of the programs of the U. S. Govern- 
ment reflect the spirit of Jesus? 

10. Have I entered into the spiritual program of 
my Congregation whole-heartedly? 


May 21, 1939 
Sunday after Ascension 
THE MEANS OF GRACE 


James 1:17 25 
(Rey. H. Oscar Schlessman, Jr., Spring City, Pa.) 


Program 


Hymn: ‘O Word of God Incarnate’—P. S. H. 117 
Pslam 91 and Gloria Patri 
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Prayer 
Bible Readings ¢ Bi he 
Hymn: ‘‘Father of Mercies, In Thy Word’—P. S. H. 118 


Presentation of the Topic 

Discussion of the Topic 

Offering and Hymn: “Nearer, My God, 
—=P. oS. JEL 217 

The Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 


To Thee! Through Word” 


Bibliography 
The Catechism 
The Augsburg Confession 
The Apology 
Lutheran Cyclopedia, Jacobs 
The Schmalcald Articles 


Pie Readings 


7; Ephesians 2:8. These passages in Jokn, 
some of many to be he in the Bible, show us that our salvation 
is dependent upon our faith in Jesus Christ as God’s Son, and 
Ephesians 2:8 tells us that this faith is a free gift of God. We have 
not merited such devotion on the part of our Heavenly Father, but 
through His grace we are able to appropriate the blessings of faith. 
Faith implies true love, utmost trust and absolute confidence and 
dependence. This faith comes to us through God’s Word and is 
strengthened by our Lord’s Sacraments. The words Jesus_spoke, the 
life He lived and the miracles He performed give us confidence that 
He is the Son of God. Faith in Him is born in our hearts and we 
place our lives in His hands and believe His promise of everlasting 


life. 

Isaiah 55:11. God has promised that every utterance of His 
shall be fulfilled. He never indulges in idle talk. But Patience is one 
of His virtues and sometimes He is so patient with scoffers and un- 
believers that we, and they, are apt to doubt His threats of punish- 
ment or His promises of reward. God is simply giving to the erring 
ample opportunity to believe His Word and repent. 

John 1:17. The Old Testament points to Christ and the Gospel 
is the fulfillment through Christ. Jesus said that He had not come 
to destroy the Law but to fulfill it. He accepted the teachings of 
what we call the Old Testament but often placed a deeper meaning 
thereon than men were wont to place. He came to show us the 
Father. He is the free Gift of God’s Grace. His words are Truth. 
He sends God’s Grace upon us through His words. 


Titus 3:5. In the Sacrament of Baptism our sins are washed 
away by faith in His Word, and the Holy Spirit is renewed in our 
lives. We are regenerated—born again—made heirs of the kingdom 
of heaven. In Baptism God does something. 


I Corinthians 11:24-29. In the Sacrament of the Altar our 
Lord puts a special blessing on the ordinary foods of His day to 
bestow upon generations yet unborn His mystical Presence. In 
Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, under the form of bread and wine. If we receive it in 
faith, it will strengthen our spiritual lives. If we receive it un- 
worthily, it works for the further damnation of our souls. Thus, 
the Eucharist may become a union of the Lord of Heaven with His 
earthly children. 


Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4. Prayer was not unknown to the 
disciples of Jesus but it seems quite evident that they found some- 
thing in the prayers which fell from His lips that were missing in 
their own and they were dissatisfied. The prayer He gave them 
serves as a model to all men of every age of the form of a perfect 
conversation with God—a conversation not only of words but also 


of spirit. 
The Topic 

Every person who was ever received into member- 
ship in the Lutheran Church is supposed to have been 
instructed in the Catechism and in the doctrines of our 
Church. One of the most important items of this in- 
struction is the doctrine of the Means of Grace—a state- 
ment that constantly needs to be reiterated. 


and Haas 


John 3316); 5:24 6): 


The Means of Grace in Lutheran usage indicates 
the special means or instruments which God has ap- 
pointed and uses on His part to bestow upon us the 
blessings of the gospel and the gift of salvation. The 
expression is used in its most narrow sense, and is lim- 
ited to the Word of God and the two Sacraments of 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

We differ therefore from the Reformed Churches 
in general, who would also include prayer as a means of 
grace, and from the Roman Catholic and Greek Churches 
who teach that there are seven sacraments, adding to 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, five others: Confirma- 
tion, Penance, Extreme Unction, Ordination and Matri- 
mony. (Lutheran Cyclopedia—Jacobs and Haas.) 


The Word of God 
The Lutheran Church, in common with the Re- 
formed, repudiates the claim of Rome that tradition 
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shares with Holy Scripture the normative authority in 
matters of faith. Our Church lays particular emphasis 
upon the Word as a means of grace. With Rome, the 
Word has no further task than to lead to the Sacra- 
ments, which it regards as the only true means of grace. 


The doctrines of Predestination have led the Re- 
formed to substitute for the external Word as a means 
of grace, the inner Word, through which alone the Spirit 
works, while the external Word may or may not be pre- 
paratory, Thus the Reformed and Roman Churches 
seem to agree that the sole office of the Word is to point 
to the way of life, without communicating that life. 

Philippi has said: “The Roman is the Church of 
the Sacrament; the Reformed is the Church of the 
Spirit; but the Lutheran is the Church of the Word, and 
the Sacrament through the Word.” (Lutheran Cyclo- 
pedia) 

Its Power 

The power of the Word is not mechanical or physi- 
cal. It inheres not in the letter or language of the in- 
spired writers, but in the revealed truth which they re- 
cord and convey to men’s minds.-“The Holy Spirit does 
not merely cooperate with this truth; He has revealed 
it! He has guided the writers and spoken through them. 
The Word is not man’s but the Word of God. He speaks 
and works, in and through, and not merely alongside of, 
Om aitem, Jt; 


Luther was constrained by passages like Isaiah 
55:11 to hold that the Word is never taught or preached 
without fruit. “God’s people can never be without God’s 
Word; nor God’s Word without God’s people,” he said. 
Wherever the Word is preached, there are, thérefore, 
some, even though but a few, who are true children of 
God. The Word is not confined to the language in which 
it was first expressed, and, hence, is no less truly the 
Word when translated or paraphrased or elaborately 
expounded or minutely applied. 


The Holy Scriptures in their originals ever remain 
the fixed form for use as infallible standards of doctrine 
(Formula of Concord); but the oral Word was prior to 
the written form, and from the written form it again 
flows forth in confession, praise, preaching, and life—- 
all pervaded by*the quickening Spirit. ~ * 


The Organic Relation 

Great stress is laid upon the organic relation of its 
various parts. The Word is not a code of isolated laws, 
or a collection of independent and detached truths. All 
are related and interdependent. While nothing that God 
has revealed can be knowingly rejected or regarded un- 
important, the various truths comprised in the Word 
stand to each other, as foundation and superstructure, 
centre and circumference, head and members. 


This involves the distinction not only between Law 
and Gospel, but also between the various factors of both 
Law and Gospel. Properly speaking, it is only the 
Gospel that is a means of grace, since the Law reveals 
only sin, and works contrition, and brings no grace. 
But as the Law is preparatory to the Gospel, the latter 
is the immediate, and the former only a remote and 
mediate means of grace. 


However, every word of the manifold revelation of 
both Law and Gospel is needed to unfold the richness 
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of the meaning of the means of grace, In adding the 
sacraments to the Word as means of grace, the intention 
is not to co-ordinate them, but only to express the two 
forms in which the one Word of God comes to man 
(Lutheran Cyclopedia) 


Sacraments 

In the Lutheran Church a Sacrament is defined as 
“a holy ordinance, instituted by Christ, in which in- 
visible heavenly gifts are bestowed by the use of visible 
earthly elements.” According to Article XIII of the 
Augsburg Confession sacraments are “not mere marks of 
profession among men, but signs and testimonies of 
God’s will toward us, set forth to excite and confirm 
faith in those who use them.” 


The Formula of Concord states, “Christ causes the 
promise of the gospel to be offered, not only in general, 
but through the sacraments which He attaches as seals 
of the promise, He seals and thereby especially confirms 
the certainty of the promise of the gospel to every one 
that believeth.” 


With this conception of a sacrament the most of 
the so-called sacraments of the Roman Church are 
necessarily rejected. No divine authority can be found 
for claiming that Ordination or Confirmation are ordi- 
mances of perpetual obligation, or Extreme Unction 
either. Marriage is of divine institution and has many 
promises; but there are not those of the forgiveness of 
sins, and the assurance of sonship with God. Absolution, 
however, by its application to the individual of the gen- 
eral promise of the gospel had much in common with 
the sacraments. 


The sacraments, in fact, are nothing but the Abso- 
lution applied in connection with a divinely appointed 
element. In the first period of Lutheran theology it was 
included as the third sacrament, but as early as the 
writing of the “Babylonian Captivity,” Luther indicates 
that the lack of a visible and divinely appointed sign 
properly excludes Absolution from the list of sacraments. 


Baptism 

On the basis of New Testament teaching we may 
define Christian baptism as that sacrament or rite, in- 
stituted by Christ, through which those who do not re- 
sist the grace of the Holy Spirit are born again into a 
new life, brought into fellowship with Christ, and His 
Church and made partakers of eternal life. (Lutheran 
Cyclopedia) 

Wherever faith has been wrought by the preaching 
of the Word, there baptism was administered. Baptism 
is not, however, merely a confessional act on the part 
of man, but an act of God by which He imparts forgive- 
ness of sin and bestows the gift of the Holy Ghost. This 
‘gift of the Holy Ghost may follow baptism as an effect, 
as well as go before baptism as a foundation, as in the 
case of adults who have been regenerated by the preach- 
ing of the Word. 

Peter speaks of baptism as a means of grace by 
which souls are saved. He says that “it purifies us from 
an evil conscience and secures to us forgiveness of sins 
and peace.” According to Paul, baptism is the means 
of bringing us into living fellowship with Christ, making 
us partakers of His death and resurrection. tenis: ca) 
“putting on of Christ,” “a washing away of sins.” 
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In Titus 3:5 regeneration and renewal through the 
Holy Ghost are directly associated with the sacramental 
act of baptism, while in I Corinthians 6:11 Paul includes 
also justification and sanctification in the gracious work 
wrought by the Holy Ghost in the act of baptism, 


The Baptism of John and Christ 

The Jews were acquainted with “the divers wash- 
ings” of the Old Testament and the baptism of prose- 
lytes as practiced by them before Christ’s time. AI- 
though John’s baptism and Christian baptism agree in 
aiming at the forgiveness of sin, there is such a clear 
distinction drawn between the two, that the demands of 
a clear exegesis compel us to maintain that there is a 
great difference between the two. 
a washing of repentance. 


John’s baptism was 


Christian baptism is a washing of regeneration. In 
John’s baptism forgiveness of sin is promised. In Chris- 
tian baptism forgiveness of sin is bestowed. Those who 
had been baptized with John’s baptism were re-baptized, 
because the Baptist was neither the author of righteous- 
ness nor the giver of the Holy Spirit. Our Lord sub- 
mitted to the baptism of John, not because He had any 
sins to confess, or needed repentance, for He was 
separated from sinners, but because as true man He 
must “fulfill all righteousness,” thus setting us an ex- 
ample of perfect obedience; and that He might sanctify 
baptism for us as a means of grace. (Lutheran Cyclo- 
pedia) 

The Necessity of Baptism 

The Lutheran Church holds that baptism is ordinari- 
ly necessary to salvation, first, because God has com- 
manded it; second, there are great promises connected 
with it; third, because it is made one of the ordinary 
channels of the grace of God. But it is not absolutely 
necessary, if the command cannot be carried out—for it 
is the contempt of the Sacrament that condemns. 


The teaching of the Lutheran Church in regard to 
infant baptism is also very clear. The Apology of the 
Augsburg Confession states: “It is very certain that 
the promise of salvation pertains also to little children, 
for the divine promises of grace and of the Holy Ghost 
belong not alone to the old, but also to children .... 
Because salvation is offered to all, so baptism is offered 
to all, to men, women, children and infants.’ And the 
Schmalcald Articles further state, “Children ought to be 
baptised, for they belong to the promised redemption 
made through Christ, and the Church should administer 
it to them.” (Lutheran Cyclopedia) 


The Lord’s Supper 

The doctrine concerning this sacrament is derived 
from its historical account in the synoptic gospels and 
Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians. The Words of 
Institution were also those of a last will and testament. 
Testators do not employ rhetorical terms, but rather, 
terms which are most literal and explicit. Accepting, 
for these reasons, the doctrine of the real presence of 
the Body and Blood of Christ, Luther and his associates 
were unwilling to accept the explanation of it made by 
the scholastics, and later, by the Roman Catholics, ac- 
cording to which there is a transubstantiation of the 
Bread into the Body, and of the Wine into the Blood 
of Christ. 
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Nor were they willing to agree with the Reformed 
groups which looked upon this Sacrament as merely a 
memorial service. Our Church has always taught the 
presence of the spiritual body of Christ in this sacra- 
ment—that same Body in its glorified state with proper- 
ties that belong to human nature in both body and soul 
from its union with a divine nature. We reject the 
teaching that in this sacrament we receive the spiritual 
presence of the Body of Christ. 

The chief thing in the sacrament, according to the 
Catechism, are the words, “given and shed for you for 
the remission of sins,” for they are the whole purpose 
of this rite. Without these words the Holy Communion 
would cease to be a sacrament and would be merely a 
form of memorial, such as the washing of the Dis- 
ciples’ feet by our Lord for the purpose of teaching 
humility. aS 

However, there is also a memorial idea present in 
the Eucharist, for did not Jesus say, “This do in re- 
membrance of Me?” Thus the Sacrament of the Altar 
becomes a Sacramental union of Christ and the true 
believer for the remission of sins, for the strengthening 
of faith and for a constant reminder of the mystical 
Union that has taken place. 

With such a profound interpretation as the Lutheran 
Church places upon this Sacrament it is most deplorable 
that many of our Congregations have so few Celebra- 
tions of The Holy Communion and that thousands of 
our members are so lax in their reception of the same. 
The early Church celebrated this Sacrament once a 
week—but alas, the present-day Congregation seems to 
think that it can get along with four or six celebrations 
a year! This Sacrament is a part of the Word—a ne- 
glected portion of the Means of Grace. 


May 28, 1939 
Whitsunday 
NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 


WORLD CONVENTION 
Isaiah 49 :3-13 


(Mr. Osborne Hague, Director of Publicity and News 
Bureau of National Lutheran Council) 


A combination of circumstances in the second decade 
of this century compelled the various Lutheran bodies in 
America seriously to consider the pressing need of co- 
operative endeavor. The question of Lutheran coopera- 
tion had been seriously discussed and studied in various 
quarters prior to this time, but the real impetus for a 
progressive move was afforded by the almost simul- 
taneous observance of the 400th anniversary of the Ref- 
ormation and the entrance of the United States into the 
World War. Though there would appear to be little 
connection between these two events they did immensely 
stimulate closer Lutheran relationships. 

In anticipation of the 400th anniversary of the Ref- 
ormation an association of Lutherans was formed in 
New York City for the purpose of mobilizing Lutheran 
forces to prepare for the proper celebration of the quad- 
ricentennial. This effort marks the beginning of a co- 
operation which has sturdily grown in extent and in- 
fluence. 

A Great Service Rendered 

The results of the publicity given to this anniversary 

observance were so gratifying that in November of 1917 
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leaders of the various Lutheran groups organized the 
intersynodical Lutheran Bureau. Its objectives were 
two-fold: first, to assemble data regarding the Lutheran 
Church, and second, to make this information generally 
available. 

The entrance of the United States into the World 
War in 1917 made it imperative that Lutherans of 
America combine their efforts in accomplishing common 
duties and objectives, The war created many problems 
which could not be solved by the independent action of 
the various Lutheran Communions. The National 
Lutheran Commission for Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Welfare 
was established so that the Church might fulfill its spir- 
itual duty to the young men in the service of their 
nation. Camp posters were sent to nearly every military 
and naval camp in the United States; Lutheran chap- 
lains were outfitted and supported in their ministry. 


An Organization Effected 

The experience of the Church leaders active in the 
work of the Lutheran Commission convinced them of 
the necessity for creating an agency to serve the com- 
mon interests of American Lutheranism. Following a 
few preliminary meetings of synodical representatives 
the formal organization of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil was effected at Chicago on September 6, 1918. 

Two months after the organization of the Council 
the World War came to a close, giving rise to an 
emergency which tested the sincerity and stability of the 
newly formed cooperative agency. The great task of 
reconstructing the Lutheran Churches of Europe, many 
of which were prostrated as a result of the war, became 
the responsibility of American Lutherans. So success- 
ful and effective was this undertaking that it remains to- 
day as a monument of Lutheran cooperative achieve- 
ment. The National Lutheran Council distributed relief 
to Lutheran Churches of no less than seventeen coun- 
tries. To date Lutherans of America have contributed 
approximately $8,000,000 for this purpose. 

The band of union among Lutherans of the world 
established by this ministry of mercy resulted finally in 
the organization of the Lutheran World Convention at 
Eisenach, Germany, in August of 1923. The creation of 
the convention may therefore be directly attributed to 
the relief and reconstruction activity of the National 
Lutheran Council. 

In spite of the grave burdens imposed by the world 
service program of the Council a valuable service to 
the home Church was developed. By its representation 
it defined the position of the Lutheran Church to govern- 
mental organizations and religious groups. Its statistical 
and research department won recognition and helped es- 
tablish the prestige of Lutheranism; its publicity bureau 
was successful in disseminating Lutheran news through 
the secular and religious press. During recent years 
these functions of the Council have been maintained and 
substantially developed. 

The scope of the duties and purposes of the National 
Lutheran Council is stated briefly in Article II of the 
regulations governing it: 

Regular work 
1. To witness for the Lutheran Church and give pub- 
licity to its utterances on all matters which require 
an expression of the common conviction and 
sentiment of the Church. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Z. To represent Lutheran interests before 

(a) National and State governments whenever 
needed. This is not to exclude direct ap- 
proach to the governments which any Gen- 
eral Body may wish to make. 

(b) Organized bodies and movements outside of 
the Lutheran Church that may require com- 
mon action. This is to be undertaken only 
after consultation with the authorities of the 
General Bodies. 

3. To bring to the attention of the Church all such 
matters as require common utterance on action. 

4. To further the work and coordination of the ac- 
tivities and agencies of the Church in the solution 
of common problems affecting the religious life 
and consciousness of the people; e. g., social, 
economic and educational problems. 

5. To foster true Christian loyalty to the State, and 
to labor for the maintenance of a right relation 
between Church and State as distinct, divine in- 
stitutions. 

6. To publish information about, and to promote the 
gathering and publication of, accurate and uniform 
statistics of the Lutheran Church. 

7. To undertake additional work with the specific con- 
sent of the participating bodies. 

Emergency Work 

1. To take the necessary steps to meet emergencies re- 
quiring common action, with special reference to 
the welfare and protection of foreign missions and 
distressed Lutheran constituencies. 

2. Each participating body shall determine the extent 
of its cooperation in emergency work. 


A New Department 

The Council recently voted to establish a department 
of National Lutheran Welfare. This department will 
not be administrative in function, but rather will seek 
to further the development of a real Christian welfare 
service through the Churches, and to coordinate the in- 
ner mission, charitable, and social welfare work of the 
constituent bodies. Its aim is to make for larger eff- 
ciency of the social work which is conducted by Luther- 
an agencies and institutions. 

Other projects which are included in the present 
and proposed program of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil are: 

(1) Preparation of the “Church of the Air” pro- 
grams, (2) preparation of exhibits, (3) promotion of the 
study of social trends by a special committee, (4) repre- 
sentation of cooperating bodies in the army and navy 
chaplaincy service, (5) the translation and publication 
of important theological books, (6) promotion of bi- 
ennial stewardship conferences, (7) establishment of a 
motion picture department, (8) common representation 
in emergencies, (9) preparation of special surveys and 
studies, (10) representations whenever joint action is ad- 
visable. 

The Council represents eight Lutheran bodies whose 
membership include more than two-thirds of all Luther- 
ans in America. They are the United Lutheran Church 
in America, the American Lutheran Church, the Luther- 
an Free Church, the Norwegian Lutheran Church, the 
United Danish Lutheran Church, the Augustana Synod, 
the Icelandic Synod, and the Danish Evangelical Church. 
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During the coming year particular interest will at- 
tach to the Lutheran World Convention because the 
fourth gathering of the International organization will be 
held in Philadelphia, May 24, to June 2, 1940. Repre- 
sentatives from twenty-seven nations of the world will 
be present. 


The World Convention 

As was noted earlier the organization of the Con- 
vention was stimulated by the international program of 
relief undertaken by the National Lutheran Council im- 
mediately after the war. The first Lutheran World Con- 
vention was held at Eisenach, Germany, in 1923. Pro- 
foundly influenced by the essential unity of spirit and 
faith which was discovered underneath all external dif- 
ferences, the Convention projected a program of coop- 
erative relief. The second Lutheran World Convention 
at Copenhagen, in 1929, on the basis of which the fur- 
ther unity of the Lutheran Church was to be promoted. 
In recognition of the social issues growing out of pre- 
vailing political and economic conditions the executive 
committee was authorized to undertake an exhaustive 
study of world problems. Relief work, of course, was to 
be continued. 

The Third World Convention gathering was held in 
1935, at Paris. During the meeting much time was given 
to organizational adjustments with the result the Con- 
vention was considerably strengthened. 

At that time, too, a detailed statement regarding the 
major problems and responsibilities which confront the 
Lutheran Churches of the world was prepared. In it 
an effort was made to define and outline the functions 
and objectives of the Convention. A broad summary 
follows: 

(1) The furtherance of unity among the Lutheran 
Churches of the world for the sake of mutual strengthen- 
ing and encouragement, 

(2) The promulgation of the truth of God’s Word 
as confessed and taught in the Lutheran confessions by 
a more intensive and extensive witness—bearing on the 
part of Lutheran Churches. 

(3) The development of a common front against all 
the forces of evil and destruction which threaten the life 
and work of the Church. 

(4) The mobilization of the theological thought and 
spiritual forces of the Lutheran Church for the solution 
of problems arising out of the present theological, philo- 
sophical and social crisis. 

(5) The moral and financial support of the weak 
Lutheran Churches throughout the world in order that 
they may be strengthened in their witness to the Gospel. 

Three commissions, whose membership includes the 
greatest Lutheran theologians in the world, are prepar- 
ing three studies which will be the basis for the delib- 
erations of delegates to the 1940 gathering in Philadel- 
phia. The American Commission is working on the sub- 
ject, “The Church in the World.” The two other studies 
on “The Church, the Word and the Sacraments,” and 
“The Church and Other Churches” are being prepared 
by German and Scandinavian Commissions respectively. 
Plans are also being projected for a number of simul- 
taneous conferences for Lutheran youth, Lutheran 
women, inner mission workers, Church statisticians, 
foreign mission workers, and many others. 
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Intermediate Topics For May—Theme: “‘ The Abundant Life™’ 


(Suggestions for making a poster for the month are contained in the Intermediate Secretary’s letter 


in this issue of the Review. 
the League. 


Consult same and set yourself to the task of providing an excellent activity es 
If you are not acquainted with the Quarterly Helps which contains additional material for 


the study of the Intermediate Topics, please write to headquarters for information and sample copy.) 


May 7, 1939 
HOW DO WE GET THE ABUNDANT LIFE? 
John 10:7-19 


Introduction 

What is meant by the abundant life? The abundant 
life is the life that receives the riches of God-and shares 
those riches with others. It is a “getting” life on the 
one hand, and a life. on the other hand. No 
life is complete without God from whom all good is 
gotten. To get what God has to give the individual 
person must want it. He must receive it, but not keep 
it. He must give it away. Giving away what God gives 
does not empty one, but keeps one filled with a fresh 


“oiving”’ 


supply of goods to give out to others. Life is a partner- . 


ship between God and man. “We are workers together 
with God.” The Dead Sea is our pet example of receiv- 
ing something, without giving something. Water flows 
into it, but not out of it. Hence, the water in it becomes 
impure in spite of the fact that pure water is ever flow- 
ing into it. Many a life is like the Dead Sea. It receives 
the riches of God’s grace, but holds it within itself and 
from others; hence, it becomes impure. 


Wouldn’t you say that the abundant life is you 
plus God? Surely, not you alone, for then Jesus’ words, 
“T am come that they might have life and have it more 
abundantly,” would mean nothing. Then the life without 
Jesus is as abundant as the life with Jesus. Why is 
such not possible? 

It is commonly said that life is about what you make 
it. Does this mean that one can fashion his life after 
any old pattern, or after the best pattern at his dis- 
posal? What is that best pattern? Does that pattern 
change with changing generations? If we are all agreed 
that the abundant life that Jesus offers is the kind of 
life for us, then let us consider the question, “How Do 
We Get the Abundant Life?” 


It Must Be Gotten Early In Life 

We begin preparing for it very early in life. In fact, 
our parents have a lot to do in starting us on the road 
that leads into the abundant life. Up to a certain point 
your life is determined for you by what is called hered- 
ity. That is, the things that go to make up your par- 
ents, either in strength or weakness of body, mind or 
soul, become a part of you, That much you cannot help. 
Would you expect to find much of character in the chil- 
dren who are born and reared in the slums of our cities 
and towns, or on the farms where people live in no better 
surroundings and conditions than are found in city slums? 
Who our parents are, how and where we live, have a lot 
to do with our character growth. 


Passing the Buck 

But we can’t blame everything on father and mother. 
No, only up to a certain point. Beyond that we either 
build up or tear down. When does that time in life ar- 
rive? It arrives when we are old enough to make choices. 
That puts the responsibility for character building upon 
us pretty early in life, for just as soon as we learn to 
know the difference between right and wrong action, so 


soon the job is ours. Every inherited bit of goodness 
may be develoged into a virtue or trampled upon into a 
a vice. Or every inherited bit of badness may be 
changed to goodness or made worse. 

Don’t for a moment think that the abundant life 
(Christian character) is not won without a struggle. We 
don’t just drift into it. Nor can we hope to get it by 
accepting Jesus’ offer unless we are willing to do our 
part. Life is a discipline, and we are in life’s school to 
learn. Do not shirk the hard lessons if you would grow 
strong. As in school, so in life, we are graded. He who 
has a high grade in life has more of the abundant life 
than he with a low grade. . 

Life takes its shadings in a great degree from the 
color of your own thoughts. Judas thought out his own 
destruction, while Peter thought into his own salvation. 
Crabby people get that way through the processes of 
crabby thoughts, while happy people create inner hap- 
piness through thinking happiness. If you are wise, you 
will view life as a contest, in which the brave and true 
and confident come off with honor, and the weak and 
foolish with loss, and, perhaps, dishonor. 


Abundant Life Through Jesus 

Above we studied how we get the abundant life 
through our parents, then through our own efforts. The 
third and final step in getting the abundant life is 
through Jesus. Suppose we liken the abundant life to 
the sheepfold. Now the sheepfold is an enclosure where 
the sheep enter for rest. They enter it through a door or 
gate. In our lesson parable Jesus tells us that He is that 
door. Through that door then, the sheep desiring to 
enter the abundant life must pass. There is no other 
door. Just the one door, through which we enter for 
spiritual rest, instruction and growth. 

For Rest 

The abundant life isn’t a sin-proof life. For that 
reason we keep re-entering the door to worship and 
through worship to be reinforced by -the power and 
Presence of the Giver of the abundant life. Just as 
regulated eating is necessary to keep up the body, so 
regulated worship is necessary to keep up the soul. The 
abundant life wears out unless re-filled at the altar of God. 


For Instruction : 

Through worship we not only find rest, but receive 
fresh orders and encouragement for use when we go 
back into the world. Jesus said, “I am the door, by Me 
if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out and find pasture.” We are not to remain always 
in the attitude of worship, but “to go out” and show 
the fruits of that worship in whatever activity duty calls. 
The abundant life is made possible when we obey divine 
instruction and practice it daily, 

For Growth 

The abundant life is never at a standstill. It is 
rather a growth. It increases daily as we use it under 
divine instruction. Membership in the Church isn’t the 
end of the abundant life, but its beginning. Joining the 
Church is like climbing a high mountain from atop which 
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we receive greater inspiration and courage to go forth 
and live the abundant life. Jesus said, “I am come that 
they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly.” Only Jesus can give us that abundant life. 
Surely, there’s no one nor place for us to go for it here 
on earth. Men promise it, but never give it. If you want 
a big life today, a bigger life tomorrow and a still bigger 
life each day on into eternity, you must get it from Jesus. 


Questions 

1. How do we get the abundant life by giving it 
away? 

2. Did Jesus ever perform a miracle that when it 
was completed there was more of the thing which He 
used to perform it with than before? Isn’t that miracle 
a lesson on how the abundant life serves? 

3. Why doesn’t the abundant life consist in the 
possession of mere worldly things? 

4. How can money and talents help develop the 
abundant life? 

5. What must we give up in order to get and keep 
the abundant life? 


May 14, 1939 
THE ABUNDANT LIFE IN THE HOME 
Luke 10:38-42; Joshua 24:14-22 


Introduction 

There’s no place like the home to experiment with 
and develop the abundant life. In any industry one will 
find an “experimental room,’ a place where materials 
are tested and retested. When final approval is given to 
the materials word is passed on to those responsible for 
making the materials to proceed. All the workmen in an 
industry depend upon this “Go” sign, Without it they 
remain unemployed. Home is likened unto an “experi- 
mental room.’ There we test the fabrics that make up 
character and life. If, for instance, thoughtfulness for 
mother and father causes us happiness and rewards us 
with their love, we may give that the “Go” sign and be 
assured that thoughtfulness in life will result in the 
same blessings. But, if on the other hand, we are selfish 
toward our parents and on account of which they with- 
hold their best love from us, it will pay us to give our- 
selves the “Stop” sign, go into a huddle with ourselves 
and learn the reason why. Once finding the cause we 
must remedy it, otherwise life will treat us no better 
outside in a world that is most cruel. 

Below is listed a “Code” to follow in our “experi- 
mental room.” Test each item carefully, remembering 
that as we live in our homes we will live outside the 
home, and in the home we hope someday to possess as 
our own. 

1. As a Christian child in the home I will daily 
thank God for my parents and show my gratitude to 
them in acts of thoughtful love and good character. I 
will never be ashamed of nor shame them in any way, 
nor in any manner show contempt toward them because 
of the humbleness of the home they have provided me, 
cor because of their lack of education, or because of their 
habits and notions, or for any reason under the sun. I 
will accept them as they are, and if it is within my power 
to change their way of living and life, I will do so only 
out of the kindness of my heart and without hurt to 


them. 
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2. If I should be the child of parents who are in- 
different or hostile to the Christian life, or who are un- 
true to each other, I will pray for them and inspire 
them to seek after the abundant life as it is in Christ Jesus. 

3. Mindful of the fact that things done in the home 
give direction to character far more than do sermons and 
lectures, newspapers and books, I pledge obedience to 
my parents’ will and desires in so far as they conform to 
Christ’s teachings. I will never, however, become stub- 
born or resentful toward them. I will never speak un- 
kindly to my friends about them, nor will I allow unkind 
words from any others about them, 

4. In helping to unload from their shoulders some 
of their daily tasks I give my pledge, in so far as 
strength and time permit, to wash the dishes, make the 
beds, carry out the ashes, run errands, and perform 
similar duties on request. If employed outside the home 
I will assume certain daily tasks for mother and father. 

5. I will do all in my power to be a companion to 
my parents by interesting myself in their activities and 
encouraging from them an interest in my activities. I 
will remain at home at nights when either is absent. I 
will not seek companionship of others outside the home 
and leave mother alone, but rather bring my friends into 
the home and thus add to her enjoyment. 

6. I will seek the approval of my parents on the 

friends I make and on the kind of movies I attend. I’d 
rather trust their wise judgment than be sorry. I will 
never secretly meet a boy or a girl on the street, but 
always have them come to my home, knowing that if 
friends are to be true friends, they must be friends of 
my people. 
x 7. Ski employed, I will give part of my earnings to 
my mother. I will never permit father to house me or 
mother to feed me under any conditions, unless it be due 
to unemployment, without paying my way. Even then 
I will consider it my duty to help as much as I can 
in the duties of the home. 

8. I will think of my home as a residence, not 
merely of the body, but also of the heart. It shall al- 
ways be a place for the affections to develop themselves. 

9. I will not think of my home as a place to run in 

time of trouble, but in it learn the way to keep out of 
trouble. - 
10. I will grace and sweeten my home, no matter 
how humble it may be, with kindness and smiles, for 
I want it to be my refuge from all the tumult of the 
world—the dearest spot in all the world. 

11. I pledge myself not to empty myself of sweet- 
ness outside the home and have only meanness and fault- 
finding for those inside, but to show my best self in the 
presence of my family. I shall do my best to cultivate 
harmony and good cheer between myself and my 
brothers and sisters. 

12. When my parents are old and no longer able 
to care for themselves I will do my duty toward them 
as they did their duty toward me. So long as they are 
able to keep up their own home I will encourage them 
to enjoy the use of whatever savings they may have put 
away. Besides, I will never make them unhappy by sug- 
gesting that they loan me a portion of their savings, un- 
less they can afford to and I pay them interest for its 
use. Should they have to seek a home with me I will 
cheerfully provide them a place. 
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May 21, 1939 
THE ABUNDANT LIFE EVERYWHERE 
Philippians 4:8 


Introduction 

“Myself and Life’ are the two big interests in all 
the world for each one of us. I am here and life is here. 
How to get myself ready for life is the bigger of the 
two interests. Life will take care of itself if 1 do my 
job thoroughly, because as life grows bigger and bigger I 
become. ‘Lhe more useful work you do, the more deeply 
you think and feel, the more you really live. The idle, use- 
less person, no matter how long he lives, merely exists, 
and life shrivels to smaller and smaller proportions the 
longer he lives, 


Life Has Three Outlooks 

All men look at life out of one of three sets of 
eyes. First, is the man with this attitude on life: “Live! 
Kill if you will, but live you must.” This is the way a 
person lives who insists upon having his own way in 
life. It is the way a murderer lives, a cheater lives—it 
was the way Judas lived. All men who prey upon others 
belong to this class. Its membership is legion. Not all 
who belong to this class actually kill other people, at 
last, not their bodies, but they do kill the happiness, 
the hope, the chance, and even the soul, of many people, 

The second type of person has this outlook on life: 
“Live—and let live!” This is a bit better attitude than 
the one above, still it leaves much to be desired. It 
means that I will live my life without bothering about 
your life, and you and everybody else must do the same. 
This is a selfish attitude. No two people can live to- 
gether for long in selfishness without trouble on end, 
even to the possible result of bringing about the atti- 
tude above on the part of one or the other. Mankind 
is too closely bound together to take care of too many 
selfish people. The third man sees other men in the 
world than himself and says: “Live—and help live!” 
Doesn't that sound like Jesus? He came to help men live 
fuller lives, happier lives, more helpful lives. And He 
Himself lived life to the full because He was interested 
in the successes, the joys and the sorrows of everyone 
He met up with. That is the only way to live. That is 
the abundant life-way of living. 

If your views of life are elevated, if you regard it 
as a sphere of useful effort, of high thinking and noble 
living, of working for others’ good as well as your own, 
it will be joyful, hopeful and blessed, If, on the other 
hand, you regard it merely as affording opportunities for 
self-seeking and pleasure and self-satisfaction, it will be 
full of toil, sorrow, anxiety and disappointments. 

Yet many men are living on the live-kill level; others 
have gone a step better and have reached the idea of 
living and letting live; but the only way to live is the 
“live and help way to live.” 


Three Kinds of Successes 

The good Samaritan story (Luke 10:25-37) repre- 
sents three kinds of successful men as based on the three 
attitudes just explained. It will pay you to read the story 
before going any further. 

1. There were the thieves who waylaid their fellow- 
man and stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him 
and left him for half-dead. They were successful in 
doing the thing that was necessary to keep themselves 
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alive. Robbing and killing, if necessary, were their means 
of living. Had the man fought back at the robbers there 
is no doubt but that they would have kifled him. They 
didn’t have it in mind to kill him, but if hard-pressed to 
do it, they would have done it in order to rob the man 
of his money. How often we hear men who kill their 
fellow-men say, “I didn’t mean to kill him.” If that be 
true, then why did they have a gun or other means at 
hand to assist them in their crime? To all such people 
who live by cheating, swindling and robbing one thing 
stands out above all else—they seek success. And suc- 
cess means abundant living to them. 

Next we study the conduct of the priest and Levite 
and see how completely they represent the second atti- 
tude of life, namely, ‘“Live—and let live!” In this atti- 
tude they, too, were successful. But how, you ask? By 
shirking their responsibility. They had something else 
they had to do, or cared more about doing, so it wasn’t 
hard for them to use that as an excuse to get out of 
caring for the wounded man along the road. They rea- 
soned to themselves that they hadn’t harmed the poor 
fellow, so why bother about him? Let him take care of 
his own misfortune. Yes, that’s just what people who 
are wrapped up in their own affairs so completely think 
about the fellow in need. And they take pride in being 
able to succeed so well in minding their own affairs. 

But the good Samaritan type of man was the Christ 
type of man. He was interested in living successfully, 
too, but his interest went beyond himself. His success 
wasn't to be had by either killing or neglecting his fel- 
lows, but by helping them. He saw the chance of a fuller 
life through giving aid to one in trouble. This man rep- 
resents the truly successful person, because such success 
as his has its roots in the welfare of men and its flower- 
ing in eternity. ; 

The Abundant Life—Using 

The life of the good Samaritan was abundantly used 
to help another. Not only did he take care of the 
wounded man’s first needs, but provided for him until 
he was well enough to take care of himself. The reason 
behind the good Samaritan’s act was love. Only through 
love can a life possibly abound. Paul counsels us “to 
abound more and more.” Abound in what? In love! 
But love must be exercised to be helpful. Love bound 
up in the heart, which is locked, is selfish; but when re- 
leased it abounds and creates the abundant life that is 
not bound by race, color or creed. 


Where Use It? 

In my home. A happy home life does more than any- 
thing else to build up the abundant life. And there’s no 
better place in all the world to make the abundant life 
count for more than right in the home. Youth makes 
the mistake in falsely thinking that home and loved ones 
can be neglected in the set-up of their lives; and the 
notion that parents can be sacrificed for friendships out- 
side the home is sure to result in unhappy lives for such 
youth. In the home we find those who care for us. Upon 
such our “best selves” should be emptied, for the joys 
of a happy home make most for the joys of later life. 

Among my friends. Home first—friends next, but 
the kind of friends I am proud to bring into my home 
to meet my father and my mother. Friends are needed: 
to widen the circle of life. One shouldn’t be a home- 
body, that is, one who never goes out. Everyone needs 
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to have interests outside the home, otherwise a narrow 
and lop-sided life would be develcped, and not an abund- 
ant life. The ideas and ideals of friends are necessary 
to a fuller life. But, youth needs to guard against mak- 
ing friends of persons whose ideals are 
worthy. 

In my school. School life is testing time. It is 
there that youth learns to set their sails to either good 
or bad winds, School days are miniature life days. How 
one lives the fuller life in school is an indication of how 
he will live life out of school. Likes and dislikes are 
nurtured there; ideals are shaped there, character and 
conduct are formed there and the foundation of much 
of life is laid there. 


low and un- 


Questions 

1. Which of these three is your philosophy of life? 
(1) “What’s mine is mine and what’s yours is mine;” or 
(2) “What's mine is mine and what’s yours is yours;” 
or (3) “What's yours is yours and what's mine is yours 
to be helped by.” What is the difference between these 
three attitudes? Which is pagan? Which selfish? Which 
Christ-like? 

‘2. Name three kinds of 
honest? Which dishonorable? 
Christian ? 

'3. Why use the abundant life first in the home? 

4, Why select friends of the type we are proud to 
bring into our homes? 

5. Tell how the school molds our future selves. 


success. Which is dis- 
Which is hcnorable and 


May 28, 1939 
A DAY WITH A FOREIGN MISSIONARY 
Matthew 10:5-16 


(By Miss Mary E. Heltibridle, Kumamoto, Japan) 


(Miss Heltibridle, after a furlough, has returned to her work at 
Ji-Ai-En, Kumamoto. Japan. This topic was written on the steam- 
ship enroute to Japan.) 


Aim of Leader: To challenge all Leaguers to remember that all 
Christians are missionaries whose main business it is to share Christ 
with others. 


General Activities 

The work of missionaries is divided 
phases of Christian activity—evangelistic, 
medical, industrial, and social service. 

The evangelistic missionaries are the ordained men 
who cooperate with native catechists, evangelists and 
pastors to conduct various types of meetings, street 
preaching, Bible classes, Sunday Schools, and regular 
services in organized Churches. These men, together 
with missionary women evangelists and native Bible 
women have as their chief business the telling of Jesus 
Christ and the baptizing of converts, and their days and 
sometimes their nights are busy. Educational mission- 
aries usually work at full-time teaching or administrative 
positions in mission schools and between and before and 
after classroom hours hold individual group conferences 
with both pupils and parents. This is the group that pre- 
pares the hearts and minds of the people for the work of 
the evangelistic missionaries. Medical missionaries are 
especially active in China, India and Africa, and it is 
their privilege to heal both souls and bodies, their days’ 
journals are full of stories of routine work as well as un- 
expected happenings. Industrial missions furnish Chris- 
tians an opportunity to earn a living in accord with 
Christian principles. Missionaries connected with this 
type of activity and with Christian social service centers 


into several 


educational, 
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have a varied and interesting day’s program that in- 
cludes anything from farming to entertaining royalty. 
The day’s work may be carefully planned by the 
missionary, but when the needs of the hour conflict with 
the planned schedule plans are abandoned. The majority 
of missionaries reserve at least an hour each day for 
language study, but sometimes guests come during this 
hour, and since “honorable guests” always have first 
claim on one’s time, language study waits—until the 
next hour or the next day, Dinner invitations are ac- 


cepted, but last minute regrets must be sent to the hostess. 


“Whatever You Do” 

The Missionary’s time does not belong to the mis- 
sionary. It belongs to God, and God gives it to the pub- 
lic. Answering questions is the order of the day. “Please 
tell us how to make proper clothing for my baby;” “Why 
do you American Christians have a Christmas tree? Is 
it because when your God came down from heaven He 
landed on an evergreen tree?” or “Why is Santa Claus 
the God of Christians?” “Please teach us to plan and 
prepare better food for our families.’ ‘How old are 
you and where is your husband?” “Tell us about your 
God.” “Tell us about America.” “How can I accept this 
religion of Jesus and keep faith with my ancestors who 
died without hearing of Jesus?” The answers often are 
difficult. The new missionary often feels like a new 
animal in a zoo—everybody comes to watch the new 
animal. Village noses are flattened against dining room 
window panes while the missionaries eat, native women 
come up, sometimes shyly, and rub curious fingers over 
missionary women’s apparel, more polite and wondering 
ones come to the door and request a personally con- 
ducted tour through the missionary home to see how 
the “foreign fools” live. And all of this is very in- 
teresting, but sometimes very irritating. But one soon 
learrs to pray that “whatsoever one does, may be done 
to the glory of God.” One little child, peeping through 
a secluded window saw a missionary alone and praying. 
He quietly withdrew, called a meeting of his gang, and 
announced what he had seen. He informed them that 
since the missionary prayed he would pray also, and 
said that it would be well if all members of the gang did 
likewise. Prayer became a habit with the children in 
that gang. One loyal Japanese Christian says that his 
first interest in Christianity began the day he saw an 
English missionary woman riding on a train between 
his home and his school. He asked her to help him with 
a difficult sentence in his English lesson. She helped 
him, She didn’t talk to him about religion—she only in- 
terpreted a difficult passage in his school book. But be- 
cause she had learned to do all for the glory of God that 
schoolboy resolved then and there that some day he 
would find what there was in that woman’s religion that 
made her what she was. Later, when he began to seek, 
he found Christ, and now he says, “All my life. will I 
serve Him.” 

New Life Hall 

The day’s work sometimes seems to end in empty 
nothing—sometimes it never ends but grows into ever- 
widening circles. In Fukuoka, Japan, there is a small 
unpainted building with a brown tile roof and a sign 
which reads, “New Life Hall.’ There a Japanese Chris- 
tian and a missionary conduct a newspaper evangelism 
office and insert notices in the various daily newspapers 
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saying that they will be glad to answer any questions 
about Christ and His religion, and to share their lending 
library of Christian books. Many respond to these notices 
and among the lot are always a number of invalids and 
shut-ins. One day a missionary in Osaka found among 
his morning mail a letter which said, in effect, “I lave 
long been an invalid. One day I read in a newspaper 
a notice of the New Life Hall and the story of Jesus. 
I have been given some literature. I have bought a Bible 
and am reading it. The missionary in Fukuoko asked 
me to write to you, since you live so near my home here 
in Osaka. I want to be baptized.” The- Missionary 
from Osaka went to visit his neighbor and found her 
dying of tuberculosis. He baptized her. Before her 
death her whole family was becoming interested in the 
religion of Jesus which had brought so much happiness 
to the invalid girl. 
Hearing and Seeing 

Non-Christians all over the world have heard that 
Jesus lived and preached a gospel of mercy. They hear 
a like preaching from His followers, but what they see 
means more than what they hear. At one mission or- 
phanage one of the cows that supplied milk for the 
children became suddenly and critically ill. Veterinarians 
shook their heads and shrugged their shoulders and said, 
“No use, The cow will die.’ Then the missionary super- 
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intendent and the missionary nurse discarded other plans 
and proceeded to nurse the cow with medicines, blankets, 
Villagers came to watch the cow die, but 
the cow didn’t die. The villagers stayed to marvel and 
then went home to exclaim to their neighbors. Later one 
village woman was heard to say to her neighbor, “That’s 
the way those two missionaries worked for one cow. 
If they do all that for a cow, what wouldn’t they do for 
a human being? No wonder the orphans sent to them 
get along so well.” And all of this is part of the day’s 
work. 

Each missionary could tell of the varied and un- 
usual things that are included purposely and accidently 
in the day’s program. They might tell of beggars or of 
princes, for even non-Christian governments sometimes 
do honor to Christian missions. They might tell of 
meetings planned and meetings attended, of sick bodies 
healed and of beggars given employment, of awakened 
intelligence or of prevented suicide, for all of these and 
more are a part of the day’s work. Christian missions 
include all of this. But the most thrilling and the most 
satisfying thing any missionary can say at the end of a 
day’s work is, “Some soul shared my Christ today.” 
Missions means just that—sharing Christ. And that 
means that all Christians are challenged to become mis- 
sionaries and share Christ with all men everywhere. 


and prayers. 


Dribs CHICDREN GOH STE ha@ Hitin@ rt 


What of Your Boys and Gitls This Summer? 


Plan 
Festival. 


When? Any convenient day between October 
1 and 8. These festivals will be held by all Chil- 
dren of the Church groups throughout the United 
Lutheran Church in America. Gather the groups 
together in your community whether large or 
small. 

Program? Send to the office of The Children 
of the Church, 713 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., for all particulars 
concerning the program. 


for your Children of the Church 


now 


Why a Vacation Church School? 

The Children cf the Church groups have been hay- 
ing such happy, profitable times that as 
proaches the cry is, “Must we stop?” 
most decidedly “No!” 

The Vacation Church School offers a most profitable 
opportunity to continue your work, and is but another 
part of your Children of the Church program. Go right 
ahead with your plans. Meet every morning from nine- 
thirty until twelve for two, three or four weeks, 
be possible, and note the results. 

A group meeting once a month during the year for 
an hour has about ten hours of work. The same group 
meeting for two and a half hours every day for four 
weeks in Vacation Church School has fifty hours of 
work, Meeting weekly for ten months a group has forty 
hours of work; meeting for six weeks as a Wacation 
Church School seventy-five hours? Multiply your op- 
portunities! 


summer ap- 
The answer is 


as may 


What To Use? 

A Vacation Church School does not mean another 
organization. It is merely carrying on in an intensive 
way the program of the Children of the Church. If you 
are planning a Vacation Church School, use the Children 
of the Church material. Choose from these units now 
available: 

Unit 1—The Children of the Church 

Unit 2—A Study of Jesus 

Unit 3—How Children Can Serve 

Unit 4—Missions (available in July) 

If you have not used any unit, begin with the in- 
troductory unit on the Children of the Church 

If you have already used some of the units, select 
one that you have not studied, and finish this unit com- 
pletely. Then begin with another. Do not use two dif- 
ferent units at the same time. Each unit provides for 
ten sessions. 

All the material needed is found in the unit—wor- 
ship, stories, handwork, activity, study, 


How To Use 

The sessions are planned for one and one-half hour, 

but can very easily be extended another hour for a two 

and one-half morning session. Do not hurry. You are not 

“teaching a lesson;” you are living experiences with the 

children, and especially with the little ones, @xperiences 

come slowly. Keep one step ahead but Bo only as fast 
as the children. 

The ideal plan is to have four distinct departments 

or age-groups, entirely separate, in different 

nursery, beginners, primary and junior, 


rooms; 
Where separate 
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rooms are not available there are always four corners to 
a room, or a lawn, or a porch, or a home, which may 
be utilized for one or another of the groups. Each age 
group should study the units especially prepared for 
them. 

If you must meet together for worship, plan that 
all ages may share. Follow suggestions in the units. 
Let the older ones plan. Have the little ones also take 
part. 

If you must meet together for the whole assembly, 
you must plan a more elastic program, one more in- 
formal, allowing for more activity and free periods. 
Stressing the Reading Table and Browsing Table, having 
more dramatizations and dividing the groups for mem- 
ory work and hand work will help bring each session 
within the comprehension of each group. Go carefully 
through the units and select what can best be used. 


Problems 

Leaders! How secure? Use everybody possible? Each 
locality has its own problems and a different type of 
leadership ircm waich to draw. But every Church should 
somehow find enough workers to help. A resourceful 
leader will use everybody available and will divide the 
work so that each one has special tasks and the re- 
sponsibility rests _on no single person. 

Some of the Sunday School teachers may be used. 
Public school teachers may be asked to help. The Wom- 
en’s Missionary Society and Luther League may be 
asked to appoint a committee to serve. The young people 
free from school, may be enlisted. Several mothers may 
share the responsibility of the nursery group. 

Do not ask anyone in a general way to “help.” Chal- 
lenge them with definite tasks. ‘““Will you play the piano 
for us next week,” explaining just what music is to be 
used and what chords and signals will help during the 
worship service. “Will you help us work out the Tele- 
vision Program?’ “Will you help the beginners, make 
Pe Ghiireie ae VV il yous tell ) these “Will you 
teach these songs?” will bring better results than, “We 
need helpers so badly, but we can’t get them!” 


stories?” 


A committee cf the juniors themselves to arrange 
the rooms and take charge of material and clearing up 
the rooms after the session will be a great help. 

Finances? Perhaps the congregation will finance the 
work. (The initial cost is for the leader’s text books 
and the children’s work sheets. Much of the other ma- 
terial suggested can be found in any congregation if 
asked for.) Perhaps the Sunday School or Women’s 
Missionary Society or Luther League will purchase these 
units. Or some members of the congregation may. 
There may be a free will offering at the sessions. Or the 
children may each bring a cent for their work sheets. 

Gather together other material. Members of the 
Church will gladly give you their back copies of the 
Lutheran and the other Church magazines. The pictures 
make excellent scrapbooks. Many mothers will be able 
to supply material for costumes for dramatizations. 
Boxes and cardboard and other materials may often 
be found in unexpected corners. 

An announcement on the bulletin board listing ma- 
terial you need may bring you unexpected contributions. 

Leaders’ Conferences. To properly conduct the 
work it is well for the workers to consult together fre- 
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quently. Plan before the opening of the school to have 
a session with all the workers, when you go over to- 
gether the units to be used and definitely plan what you 
hope to accomplish. Meeting every morning for ten to 
fifteen minutes before the school opens, to start afresh 
each day, not forgetting a few moments of prayer for 
guidance in the day’s work will help. And a ten minute 
period after each session with the workers to catch up 
the “tag ends” and check on the progress of the work 
will be most profitable. 


Where To Get Material 

Order units from The United Lutheran Publication 
House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Introduc- 
tory packet, 80 cents. Write concerning other units. 

For a free supplementary packet and for informa- 
tion concerning the Children of the Church in Vacation 
Church Schools write the office of the Children of the 
Church, Room 713 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, 
Penna. 

For enrichment material such as missionary texts, 
missionary pictures, leaflets, write the Education De- 


partment, Women’s Missionary Society, 723 Muhlen- 
berg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
PHILADELPHIA’S 


Messiah Lutheran 


“The Friendly Church” 
Invites You to Her Services 


16th and Jefferson Sts. (1500 North) 


Sundays: 
10:00 A. M. 


Dr. Ross Stover 
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MARION COLLEGE | 


Lutheran Junior College For Girls 


ACADEMIC 


Ath An accredited institution with a faculty of uni- 


versity trained teachers 


PINS TCATs 
Individual plans for each student's health needs, 
he Seasonal sports 
SOCIAL 
Social program varied, and balanced between 
cae formal and informal events 


SPIRITUAL 


A college where the spiritual life is not minimized 
but emphasized and vitalized 


COURSES 
Junior College and High School- Liberal Arts, 
6/7 th Pre-Library, Pre-Nursing, Pre- Journalism, 
Pre-Social Work, Education, Business Ad- 


. ministration, ome Economics, Music, 
YEAR Speech, Dramatics 


Total cost for boarding students 
Finances varies from $425.00 to $485.00 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ADDRESS: 
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Catalogue and viewbook sent on request BOX-L My ARILQING VIRGINIA 


Where are you going to college this fall? You are invited to consider 
Marton College down in the Blue Ridge mountains of Southwest Virginia | 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalogue and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D., LL.D. - - - 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - - - - 


President 
Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


For Catalogue write either 


Elia Engel, Russell Galt, Ph.D., 


Registrar Dean 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR CEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 

_ Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

Very reasonable expenses 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A high-grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth, 


Approved by all accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities. 


; Strong foundation preparation for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, medicine, law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, journalism, etc. 


Nineteen Departments, including Nationally-known 
School of Music 


Send today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 


President Rees Ldgar ‘iulloss, Ph.D., U.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 
Sustaining Membership Fund 


HAVE YOU ENROLLED FOR THE YEAR 1939? 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


Use Luther League Emblems 
Luther League Emblem Seals 


IN NINE SIZES 


a | 


PRINTED IN 


FULL COLORS 
BLACK RED WHITE 
BLUE and GOLD 
a 
PRINTED ON WHITE COATED 
GUMMED STOCK 


For Programs, Posters, Invitations and General Use 


FULL COLORS—Priced as Follows: PLAIN BLUE—Priced as Follows: 


No. 1—4”  diameter—$4.00 per 100—4¢ each No. 7—1%" diameter—$1.00 per 100—1¢ each 
No. 11—3'%” diameter— 3.50 per 100—3'%¢ each No. 8— 34” diameter— .90 per 100—1¢ each 
No. 2—234” diameter— 3.25 per 100—3%4¢ each No. 9— 5%” diameter— .90 per 100—1¢ each 


No. 3—2%4" diameter— 3.00 per 100—3¢ each pyt7 COLOR EMBLEMS ON CARDBOARD 


No. 4—134” diameter— 2.50 per 100—214¢ each FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES 
No. 12—114” diameter— 2.25 per 100—214¢ each 20”—(Silk Screen Process) $3.00 each 
No. 5—114" diameter— 2.00 per 100—2¢ each 12”—$1.00 each or 4 for $2.00 

No. 6— 3%” diameter— 1.75 per 100—134¢ each 9"— .75 each or 4 for 1.50 

No. 10— 5” diameter— 1.75 per 100—134¢ each 4”—Six Cents each 


if; : a ae Et ene ACCOMPANY 
The LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


